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(Luke 11:1)  "And it came to pass, that, 

as he was praying in a certain place, 
when he ceased, one of his disciples said 
unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John 
also taught his disciples."   

  In the tenth chapter of Luke the closing 
verses give the account of Jesus being in 
the home of Mary and Martha.  We are 
told that Martha was cumbered about 
much serving (verse 40) while Mary sat 
at Jesus feet, and heard his word.  We 
are taught that Jesus desires relationship 
above activity. 
  As chapter eleven opens, we find Jesus at 
the feet of His heavenly Father in prayer, a 
familiar position for our Lord.  When He 
finished His prayer, one of His disciples 
said Lord, teach us to pray.  This one 
was apparently the spokesman for the 
group as he said, teach us.

 

  The disciples must have seen in Jesus 
example of prayer something that made 
them recognize a lack in their own prayer 
life.  They also recognized Jesus as a great 
teacher and demonstrated a desire to learn 
from Him. 
  As Jesus began His public ministry, the 
most respected teachers of the day were 
the scribes and Pharisees.  That fact might 
be surprising to many in light of the sharp 
criticisms Jesus had for these groups, but 
they were the foremost religious leaders of 
the day.  The common people, of course, 
could only see the outward acts of these 
men, and in the outward keeping of the 
law, few achieved the level of these men.  
Jesus, on the other hand, could see beyond 
the outward act and saw the condition of 
the heart and the real motivation behind 
the acts, and pronounced woe upon them.  
Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 

hypocrites! for ye devour widows houses, 
and for a pretence make long prayer: 
therefore ye shall receive the greater dam-

nation (Matthew 23:14).  In the same 
chapter of Matthew s gospel, we find that 
the scribes and Pharisees were very active 
in what would today be called 
evangelism.  Woe unto you, scribes 

and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass 
sea and land to make one proselyte, and 
when he is made, ye make him twofold 
more the child of hell than your-
selves (Matthew 23:15).   It was for this 
reason, at least in part, that when Jesus 
delivered the Sermon on the Mount before 
He taught the disciples how to pray, He 
taught them how not to pray.    And when 
thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the 
hypocrites are: for they love to pray stand-
ing in the synagogues and in the corners 
of the streets, that they may be seen of 
men. Verily I say unto you, They have 
their reward (Matthew 6:5).  Jesus said, 
They have their reward.  They desired 

to be seen and honored by men, and that 
was exactly the reward they received.  
They received from the Lord, however, 
condemnation. 
  While it is impossible to know the mind 
of the disciple who came to Jesus, it seems 
that he had a genuine desire to learn to 
pray, since Jesus honored his request.  I 
would doubt that he simply wanted to 
speak eloquent words or to be able to im-
press men with his prayers.  Rather, I 
believe he had a desire for communion 
with his heavenly Father in true prayer.   

Jesus public ministry on earth was a 
ministry of constant teaching.  He taught 
not only with words but also with His ac-
tions and living example.  Prayer was a 
vital part of Jesus life and especially at 
those event that we would consider most 
important in His life, we find Him pray-
ing. 
  In Luke 3:21-22, we are told of Jesus 
praying at His baptism and are shown the 
events directly connected to His prayer 
and baptism. "Now when all the people 
were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus 

also being baptized, and praying, the 
heaven was opened, And the Holy Ghost 
descended in a bodily shape like a dove 
upon him, and a voice came from heaven, 
which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in 
thee I am well pleased." 
  Matthew, Mark, and Luke record Jesus 
question to the disciples concerning who 
the people thought He was and His ques-
tion to the disciples, But whom say ye 
that I am? Only Luke tells us that Jesus 
was praying at the time.   And it came to 
pass, as he was alone praying, his disci-
ples were with him: and he asked them, 
saying, Whom say the people that I am?  
Peter answered for the group by saying, 
The Christ of God (Luke 9:20).  Could 

it be that Jesus was praying that His Fa-
ther would reveal Him to the disciples?  
(Matthew 16:17)  And Jesus answered 
and said unto him, Blessed art thou, 
Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath 
not revealed it unto thee, but my Father 
which is in heaven.  Scripture does not 
record Jesus prayers at these times, but 
we know that when He prayed, great 
things happened, things that glorified the 
heavenly Father.   
  Perhaps that was the desire of the disci-
ple who came to Jesus to see great 
things happen to the glory of our heavenly 
father.  We have many assurances in 
Scripture that when we pray, God will 
hear and answer.  If we pray for great 
things to happen to the glory of the Father, 
it will come to pass.  Therefore I say unto 
you, What things soever ye desire, when 
ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and 
ye shall have them (Mark 11:24).  And 
whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that 
will I do, that the Father may be glorified 
in the Son. {14} If ye shall ask any thing 
in my name, I will do it  (John 14:13-14). 
  These promises are not made to those 
who would seek to satisfy their fleshly 
lusts.   Ye ask, and receive not, because 
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ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon 
your lusts (James 4:3).  Nor are the prom-
ises made to the doubter or unbeliever.  
But let him ask in faith, nothing waver-

ing. For he that wavereth is like a wave of 
the sea driven with the wind and tossed. 
{7} For let not that man think that he shall 
receive any thing of the Lord (James 1:6-
7).   
   The promises Jesus made to His disci-
ples concerning prayer are not made to 
made to indulge spoiled children, but are 
exceeding great and precious promises 

to disciples who seek God s will and His 
glory. 
  At the request of the disciple, Jesus gave 
a model prayer that includes the necessary 
elements of proper prayer.  And he said 
unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father 
which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done, as in heaven, so in earth. Give us 
day by day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our sins; for we also forgive every one that 
is indebted to us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from 
evil (Luke 11:2-4).   
  Notice that this model prayer begins by 
giving God His proper place.  The first 
three petitions of the prayer are for the 
hallowing of His name, the coming of His 
kingdom, and the doing of His will.  It is 
only then that we turn to our own needs 
and concerns.  The problem with our 
prayers so often is that they are self-
centered and self-seeking.  We are too 
many times so centered on what we want 
that we don t even stop to consider what 
God s will.  To the natural man self is all 
important and at the center of thought and 
action.  The believer must learn to crucify 
self and to put God at the center of all 
things. 
  As Jesus taught His disciples to pray, 
then, the first order was to recognize the 
proper place of God, our heavenly Father.  
Nothing in life can have its proper place 
until we have come to realize the proper 
place of God.  The model prayer begins 
with the recognition of the majesty of 
God, the purpose of God, and the accep-
tance of His will. 
  The pattern of this prayer that Jesus taught 
His disciples must be the pattern of all 
prayer, because it begins by giving God his 
proper place, and it goes on to take life's 

past, present and future to God, the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit.   
In the opening  words of the prayer, the 

words Our Father immediately captures 
our attention.  The word father 
has two very distinct meanings. It can be 
used in the sense of paternity; in that 
sense it simply denotes the person who is 
responsible for the birth of a child. In that 
case there is no necessary connection be-
tween the father and the child other than a 
physical connection. A man may be the 
father of a child in the paternity sense of 
the term, and never even set eyes on the 
child for whose birth his action was re-
sponsible. But the word father can also be 
used in the sense of fatherhood. In that 
sense it describes a relationship of love 
and intimacy and confidence and trust 
between the father and the child. The 
Christian believes that God is father in the 
paternity sense of the word, in that it is 
God who is the source of all life and who 
gives life to any child.  But the Christian 
believes also that God is father in the fa-
therhood sense of the word.  He believes 
that between God and the redeemed there 
is possible through Jesus Christ an inti-
mate, lifelong, loving relationship. When 
we say to God, Our Father, it is not sim-
ply paternity which is in our minds; it is 
the far closer relationship of father-
hood.   

When Jesus taught his disciples to 
pray, Our Father, he was speaking from 
the Jewish conception of the fatherhood 
of God, a conception that was su-
premely dear to a Jew. Ye are the chil-
dren of the LORD your God

  

(Deuteronomy 14:1); For I am a father 
to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn

  

(Jeremiah 31:9). But now, O LORD, 
thou art our father; we are the clay, and 
thou our potter; and we all are the work 
of thy hand (Isaiah 64:8). These and 
many other texts like them reminded 
the Jew of the fatherhood of God  
brought certain assurances to them.   

Their belief in the fatherhood of God 
assured them of the nearness of God. 
Because God is father, the Jewish 
saints were sure that God is always 
near to hear and to answer prayer and 
to give his presence to his people. In 
teaching His disciples to pray Our Fa-
ther He reminded them that the same 
close relationship is available for be-

lievers in every age.  God that made 
the world and all things therein, seeing 
that he is Lord of heaven and earth, 
dwelleth not in temples made with 
hands; Neither is worshipped with 
men's hands, as though he needed any 
thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and 
breath, and all things; And hath made 
of one blood all nations of men for to 
dwell on all the face of the earth, and 
hath determined the times before ap-
pointed, and the bounds of their habita-
tion; That they should seek the Lord, if 
haply they might feel after him, and 
find him, though he be not far from 
every one of us: {28} For in him we 
live, and move, and have our being; as 
certain also of your own poets have 
said, For we are also his off-
spring (Acts 17:24-28).  Having 
therefore, brethren, boldness to enter 
into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 
By a new and living way, which he 
hath consecrated for us, through the 
veil, that is to say, his flesh; And hav-
ing an high priest over the house of 
God; Let us draw near with a true heart 
in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled from an evil con-
science, and our bodies washed with 
pure water (Hebrews 10:19-22).  Wil-
liam Barclay give this illustration of 
the nearness of God: 

  The Rabbis had another way of 
putting this. Rabbi Judah ben Simon 
said: An idol is near yet far; God is 
far yet near. They asked him what 
he meant. An idolater makes an 
idol, he said, and sets it up in his 
house. So the idol is near. But one 
may cry unto the idol and it will not 
answer, therefore the idol is far. But 
God is far yet near. How? they 
asked him. From here to heaven, 
he said, is a journey of five hun-
dred years; therefore God is far; but 
he is also near, for, if a man prays 
and meditates in his heart, God is 
near to answer his prayer.  Even if 
the dwelling place of God is in the 
heights of heaven, even if heaven 
and earth cannot contain his daz-
zling glory, nevertheless because 
God is Father he is in the smallest 
and the humblest dwelling and near 
to the simplest heart. 

To be continued 
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Bible Quiz 

 
UNI VERSAL OFFERS VS. SPECI AL SAL VAT I ON  

   

Recently we have had several copies of Shield of Faith returned because 
of address changes.  Apparently new 911 address have been assigned, and 
the reader failed to notify us.  In such cases, we have no option but to re-
move them from our mailing list.  We want the Shield of Faith  to be 
available to all who desire it, so if your address changes and you want to 
continue receiving our paper, please notify us.    

Ironically, we have had requests for new names to be added to our mail-
ing list whose number is almost identical to the number that we have lost.  
If you know anyone who might enjoy our paper we would be glad to add 
their names to our list.  The Lord provides for the expenses of this publi-
cation through the contributions of supporters, so there is no charge for 
the paper.   

Elder Greg Phillips 

 
  Wherever people are, they may call to God in 
prayer. Match each person with the place 
where he or she prayed.  

1. Jesus, John 11:38-41 
2. Peter and John, Acts 3:1 
3. Paul and Silas, Acts 16:23-25  
4. A group of women, Acts 16:13                                           
5. Jesus, Peter, James, and  John, Luke 9:28                               
6. Jonah, Jonah 2:1                
7. Habakkuk, Habakkuk 2:1  
8. David, Psalm 63:6                       
9. Daniel, Daniel 6:10-11 
10. Hypocrites, Matthew 6:5  
11. Hezekiah, 2 Kings 20:1-7  

a. In a tower 
b. On a mountain 
c. On sick bed 
d. At a grave 
e. In a fish 
f. In bed 
g. In jail 
h. At a river 
i. At a window 
j. In the Temple 
k. On street corners    

  Answers on Page 4 

C h an g e o f A d d r ess 

  
You do no more than preach a uni-

versal grace, while you offer Christ to 
all sinners. Proffers are made up of 
free will and human power. For Christ 
has been already professionally re-
vealed in a common way to all, while 
the common salvation has been openly 
shown in the sight of the Heathen. The 
grace of God that brings salvation has 
appeared to all men: It is not said, has 
been offered to all men. And please to 
observe, that an offer, or proffer of 
special grace, is another special ab-
surdity. Ministers of Christ are to 
preach special salvation to the elect, 
that they may not be wronged in hav-
ing less than God's free gift declared 
under our labors; mere professors, or 
outward-court worshippers, have their 
share still, as to matters of form con-
cerning Christ: that is, they have the 
common doctrine of Christ, testified in 
due time, which is their share, and so 
they cannot be abused while they have 
the lot they are best pleased with: 
While, on the other hand, the Gospel 
is preached through Christ, the elect in 
all ages receive pardon and peace 
through Him, in the special salvation 
which He bestows.   

Special grace cannot be offered; the 
nature of it is to be conveyed. It is not 
merely what is received concerning 
Christ, but what is to be received 
through Him, by the operation of JE-

HOVAH the Spirit. There may be a 
moral persuasion wrought in men by 
words, or by arguments and reasons 
proposed to them, so as to gain an 
orthodox persuasion of truth, opposed 
to any heterodox persuasion of error in 
the mind.   

Yet such persuasion, such empty 
dead and corrupt faith, cometh not of 
Him that calleth you. (Gal. 5:8) The 
Holy Spirit in effectual calling sancti-
fies the judgment, and works up the 
thoughts of the heart into principles of 
truth, forming a sound mind. A mere 
moral persuasion of the truth falls 
very far short of the faith of God's 
elect, which by preaching the Gospel 
forms Christ, in the heart the hope of 
glory.   

In a word, the Lord never offers sav-
ing grace to those whom He never 
intends to save, because He cannot act 
deceitfully. But yet the Lord will send 
the report faithfully to them, and that 
to answer ends of another sort, even 
where He has never appointed nor 
intended men to believe unto salva-
tion. To the one the Gospel is a savor 
of death unto death, and to the other 
the savor of life unto life; and who is 
sufficient for these things? (2 Cor. 
2:16) 

Joseph Hussey (1659-1726) in  
God s Operations of Grace But No 

Offers of Grace 

Who killed Jesus? 

  

'Twas I that shed the sacred blood,  
I nailed Him to the tree; 

I crucified the Christ of God,  
I joined the mockery.  

Of all that shouting multitude  
I feel that I am one; 

And in that din of voices rude  
I recognize my own.  

Around the Cross the throng I see:  
Mocking the Sufferer's groan;  

Yet still my voice, it seems to be  
As if I mocked alone.  

-Selected. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF CHRISTIAN CHARACTER 

 1-d; 2-j; 3-g; 4-h; 5-b; 6-e; 7-a; 8-f; 9-i; 10-k; 11-c 

Answers to Bible Quiz 

SECOND STUDY.  

Romans 12: 12-14. "Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; 
continuing instant in prayer; distributing to necessity of 
saints; given to hospitality. Bless them which persecute you; 
bless and curse not."    

Here are traits of character that are essential to true Chris-
tian growth, to having Christ formed in the mind and life. 
These are not exhortations for some special occasion, and 
for which one might not have need except at long intervals. 
They are qualities which ought to become part and parcel of 
the being. This is a disposition to be worn throughout the 
year, beginning with January and holding true all the other 
months. Christian character should not be considered as a 
Sunday garment, that is to be put off at other times; it is for 
sunshine and clouds, for tempest and calm, sickness and 
health, and on through afflictions until death comes.    

Verse 12. "Rejoicing in hope." Hope is one of the main-
springs of continuance. When the hope sinks low the 
strength wanes. To have energy and activity hope must be in 
lively exercise. Hope is expectation that has a joy connected 
with it. What we expect and dread we do not hope for. But 
the desire that can be embraced by hope is that which stimu-
lates.    

The children of Israel, after having been delivered from 
Egyptian bondage and brought safely across the Red Sea, 
had ground for hoping that God would help them through all 
their trials, and finally bring them safely into the promised 
land. This hope should have made them strong and willing 
to follow the God-given leader, but unbelief broke down the 
force of the evidence they had, so that they were crippled by 
fears instead of having courage through hope.    

Every regenerated child of God has evidence that God has 
thought on him, and when he is brought to hope in his re-
demption it ought to mean so much to him that he would 
rejoice in it. It should be taken to signify to every one who 
has a hope that he is included in the purposes of God 
through Jesus, to be sustained and saved unto eternal life 
after death. It means that if God be for him there is none that 
can successfully be against him, and that he shall finally 
triumph over all trials and afflictions, and even death itself. 
It means that God hears his prayers, that Jesus is his inter-
cessor as well; that the Holy Ghost has been sent to be his 
comforter, and that he shall come off more than conqueror 
through Christ Jesus.    

He may be poor and afflicted in this life, but these "light 
afflictions" shall soon be with the things in the past, and he 
shall go home to rest.  Not only so, but while he is passing 
through them he shall not be forsaken. The God that saved 
Daniel in the Lion's den is his God and has all power, now, 
as always in the past, and he will not forsake those who trust 
in him. If we call upon him in the day of trouble he will de-
liver, that is, he will deliver the mind and soul from the 
bondage, or the oppression, of the trouble.    

What a wonderful hope is this! It is pointed out, in the 
words that we are considering, that we should so measure 

and properly value such a hope that we would rejoice in it. 
When the ark of the Lord was brought up to the city of 
David, David wrote a psalm to be sung in which he said, 
"Let the heart of them rejoice that seek the Lord." He said in 
Psalm 9: 14, "I will rejoice in thy salvation." Jesus told his 
disciples to rejoice that their names were written in heaven. 
Paul wrote to the Philippians, "Rejoice in the Lord alway; 
and again I say, Rejoice.  "And, too, he exhorted the Thessa-
lonians, "Rejoice evermore."    

Rejoicing is the privilege, and, it may be said, duty of the 
Christian. But he has trials, doubts and afflictions! How is 
he then to rejoice? Rejoice in hope. Paul, who had builded 
such a strong character in hoping, said he could even glory 
in tribulations, or rejoice in them. How was that? Well, be-
cause he considered that tribulations worked patience, and 
patience experience, and experience hope. So, it was the 
looking forward that enabled him to glory in tribulation, and 
this looking forward for good, is hope. That is what we are 
asked to consider, the growing into that frame of mind that 
no matter what comes we shall be so fortified in our trust in 
God, and hoping in him, that we shall rejoice that we are 
blessed with such a hope.    

"Patient in tribulation." This is what grows out of 
"rejoicing in hope." He who can joy in his hope will have 
strength to endure tribulation. "For ye have need of patience, 
that after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the 
promise." It will take more than human endurance to be pa-
tient in tribulations such as come into most lives, so the con-
cluding thought in this twelfth verse is, "Continuing instant 
in prayer."  So the joy of hope is not such a gladness as to 
make one forget his weakness, but is rather a leaning on the 
everlasting arm, and trusting in it, which will lead to con-
stant going to the throne of grace. Patience will be mani-
fested in a character such as this. The trinity in this verse 
forms a feature in Christian character that can but impress 
all who come to behold it, and its influence will be a strong 
recommendation that the possessor is a real follower of Je-
sus. The buoyancy and brightness of a hope that contem-
plates the promises of God as real facts, that endures without 
complaining, yielding not to despair, and manifests all the 
humility of one who is much at the feet of sovereign mercy, 
will do much to strengthen and encourage others.    

Verse 13. "Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to 
hospitality." A hospitality that is formal, cold and unfelt will 
never impress others as coming from a Christian character. 
It may sometimes be seen in those who have been regener-
ated, but it is a fleshly growth and not a spiritual fruit. The 
"good Samaritan" showed the real spirit of hospitality, 
which is opening up the comforts you have so they may be 
shared by others. It is the disposition that feeds the hungry, 
clothes the naked, and gives water to the thirsty. This is the 
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