
 

 

Under The Shadow Of The Almighty 

A  Primitive Baptist Publication April 2005 

 

  "He that dwelleth in the secret place of 

the most High shall abide under the 

shadow of the Almighty."    (Psalms 91:1) 

 

  The human author of this psalm is un-

known.  Some attribute it to Moses, others 

to David.  The real author, of course, is 

the Holy Spirit, who speaks with divine 

authority and unbreakable truth.  He gives 

us this wonderful promise: "He that dwel-

leth in the secret place of the most High 

shall abide under the shadow of the Al-

mighty."  

  Let us note that the promise is not made 

to all but to "He that dwelleth in the secret 

place of the most High.”  The promise 

does not extend  to a casual observer, nor 

to an occasional passer-by.  It is held out 

to him that dwelleth in that secret place.  

He has made the secret place his habita-

tion and his resting place.  He is in con-

stant communion and fellowship with his 

Lord. 

  Not all of God’s children dwell in the 

secret place; they run to it at times, and 

enjoy occasional approaches, but they do 

not constantly reside in the mysterious 

presence. Those who through grace obtain  

continuous communion with God, so as to 

abide in Christ and Christ in them, be-

come possessors of rare and special bene-

fits, which are missed by those who fol-

low afar off. Into the secret place those 

only come who know the love of God in 

Christ Jesus, and those only dwell there to 

whom to live is Christ. 

  The secret place is a hiding place.  The 

believer in this sin-cursed world is not 

unlike the small creatures in nature who 

are often the prey for the larger and fierce 

predators.  Many of these small creatures 

have their hidden nests or dens that they 

can flee to for refuge.  It is a secret place 

that the enemy cannot find. 

   The secret place in this passage may 

have reference to the Holy of holies. He 

who enters legitimately there shall be cov-

ered with the cloud of God's glory-the 

protection of the all-sufficient God. This 

was the privilege of the high priest only 

under the law: but under the new covenant 

all believers in Christ have boldness to 

enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus 

and those who thus enter are safe from 

every evil.  “Having therefore, brethren, 

boldness to enter into the holiest by the 

blood of Jesus, By a new and living way, 

which he hath consecrated for us, through 

the veil, that is to say, his flesh;  And hav-

ing an high priest over the house of God; 

Let us draw near with a true heart in full 

assurance of faith, having our hearts sprin-

kled from an evil conscience, and our bod-

ies washed with pure water” (Hebrews 

10:19-22) 

  In the most holy place the wings of the 

cherubim were the most conspicuous ob-

jects, and the psalmist may have this in 

view.  Those who commune with God are 

safe with Him, no evil can reach them, for 

the outstretched wings of his power and 

love cover them from all harm. This pro-

tection is constant — they abide under it, 

and it is all sufficient, for it is the shadow 

of the Almighty, whose omnipotence will 

surely screen them from all attacks. No 

other shelter can be compared to the pro-

tection of Jehovah's own shadow. 

  We can come into the presence of God 

“in full assurance of faith,” knowing that 

“the blood of Jesus Christ his Son clean-

seth us from all sin.” (1 John 1:7) and we 

will not be turned away.  The Holy Spirit 

urges the believer to come to this secret 

place. “Seeing then that we have a great 

high priest, that is passed into the heavens, 

Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our 

profession. For we have not an high priest 

which cannot be touched with the feeling 

of our infirmities; but was in all points 

tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 

Let us therefore come boldly unto the 

throne of grace, that we may obtain 

mercy, and find grace to help in time of 

need” (Hebrews 4:14-16). 

  Not only is there assurance that they who 

would make the secret place their dwell-

ing will find rest, but there are also great 

blessings promised: "He that dwelleth in 

the secret place of the most High shall 

abide under the shadow of the Al-

mighty" (Psalms 91:1, emphasis added). 

  The blessing of abiding under the 

shadow of the Almighty can be seen from 

several different perspectives.  Isaiah, for 

instance, saw the Almighty as a man who 

was as a hiding place and a sheltering 

rock.  “Behold, a king shall reign in right-

eousness, and princes shall rule in judg-

ment. And a man shall be as an hiding 

place from the wind, and a covert from the 

tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place, 

as the shadow of a great rock in a weary 

land” (Isaiah 32:1-2). 

  To most believers, their initial experi-

ence of grace includes a sense of their 

own sinfulness.  God’s righteousness 

shines forth, revealing the sinfulness of 

our sins.  His righteousness shines forth, 

brighter than the sun and His justice hits 

us as a mighty tempest; our dwelling place 

is a weary land.  How blessed is our soul 

when we can see the man Christ Jesus 

providing for us a hiding place under His 

shadow!  The Great Rock absorbs the 

burning rays of God’s righteousness, 

stands fast as the tempest of judgment 

breaks upon Him.  In that precious covert, 

the weary pilgrim finds not only complete 

safety, but also the cool refreshing of riv-

ers of water in what was before a dry land. 

   Solomon, speaking for the church, saw 

the shadow of the Almighty in a different 

perspective.  “As the apple tree among the 

trees of the wood, so is my beloved among 

the sons. I sat down under his shadow 

with great delight, and his fruit was sweet 

to my taste”  (Song of Solomon 2:3).  

There are many trees of the wood, but 

their shadow is fleeting and they are bar-

ren.  Christ is like a tree with both shade 

and fruit. 

  The church remembers the abundant 

comfort she has had in communion with 

him: She sat down by him with great de-
(Continued on page 2) 



 
2 

Shield of Faith 

light. Double advantage is found in sitting 

down under the shadow of the Lord Jesus. 

 There is first a refreshing shade. He is a 

shelter from the scorching heat of the sun, 

a cooling, place of rest.  The church finds 

that in Christ, in his graces, and his under-

taking for poor sinners, reviving.  Those 

that are weary and heavily laden may find 

rest in Christ. It is not enough to pass by 

this shadow, but we must sit down under 

it.   

  Here also is pleasing, nourishing food. 

This tree drops its fruits to those that sit 

down under its shadow.  Believers have 

tasted that the Lord Jesus is gracious 

(1Peter 2:3); his fruits are all the precious 

privileges, purchased by his blood and 

communicated by his Spirit. Pardons are 

sweet, and peace of conscience is sweet, 

assurances of God's love, joys of the Holy 

Ghost, the hopes of eternal life, are all 

sweet to those that dwell in the secret 

place. 

  To David, the shadow of the Almighty 

was a product of His lovingkindness.  

“How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O 

God! therefore the children of men put 

their trust under the shadow of thy wings. 

They shall be abundantly satisfied with the 

fatness of thy house; and thou shalt make 

them drink of the river of thy pleas-

ures” (Psalms 36:7-8).  The word trans-

lated excellent means precious; no gem or 

pearl can ever equal in value a sense of the 

Lord's love.  David could not estimate the 

worth of the tender mercies of Jehovah 

and therefore, he writes “how excellent!” 

because he cannot begin to express the 

preciousness.   

  The allusion to wings may be to the 

wings of the cherubim, above the mercy-

seat.  The very beautiful figure also 

evokes an image of the hen with her 

chicks.  The Lord overshadows his people 

as a hen protects her brood, or as an eagle 

covers its young; and we as the little ones 

run under the blessed shelter and feel at 

rest.  To nestle under the wings of God is 

so sweet.  Although the enemy be far too 

strong for us, we have no fear, for we 

abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 

  Through the prophet Isaiah, the Lord 

Himself gave us these words: “But I am 

the LORD thy God, that divided the sea, 

whose waves roared: The LORD of hosts 

is his name. And I have put my words in 

thy mouth, and I have covered thee in the 

shadow of mine hand, that I may plant the 

heavens, and lay the foundations of the 

earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art my peo-

ple” (Isaiah 51:15-16).  The Lord reminds 

His people of His awesome power and 

love in delivering Israel by dividing the 

Red Sea, then assures them, “I have cov-

ered thee in the shadow of mine hand.”    

When Moses desired to see God’s glory, 

the Lord made His goodness pass before 

him.  “And the LORD said, Behold, there 

is a place by me, and thou shalt stand upon 

a rock: And it shall come to pass, while 

my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in 

a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with 

my hand while I pass by: And I will take 

away mine hand, and thou shalt see my 

back parts: but my face shall not be 

seen” (Exodus 33:21-23).  Believers in 

every age have in like manner been hidden 

in the clift of the rock and overshadowed 

by the hand of God.   

  Jesus gave His disciples assurance of the 

wonderful security of being in His hand.  

“My sheep hear my voice, and I know 

them, and they follow me: And I give unto 

them eternal life; and they shall never per-

ish, neither shall any man pluck them out 

of my hand. My Father, which gave them 

me, is greater than all; and no man is able 

to pluck them out of my Father's hand. I 

and my Father are one” (John 10:27-30) 

   In Isaiah 51 the assurance of security is 

given for a specific purpose.  These words 

were spoken by God to his church and 

people, when He stated, “And I have put 

my words in thy mouth, and I have cov-

ered thee in the shadow of mine hand, that 

I may plant the heavens, and lay the foun-

dations of the earth, and say unto Zion, 

Thou art my people” (Isaiah 51:16).  The 

people of God were given a message to 

deliver (I have put my words in thy 

mouth) and are assured of the Lord’s  pro-

tection in declaring to Zion, “Thou art my 

people.”  

  The Lord’s purpose is “that I may plant 

the heavens, and lay the foundations of the 

earth.”  In this text “to plant the heavens” 

means to stretch out the heavens.  To plant 

the heavens and lay the foundations of the 

earth possibly means the same as, create 

new heavens and a new earth. “For, be-

hold, I create new heavens and a new 

earth: and the former shall not be remem-

bered, nor come into mind” (Isaiah 65:17).  

“New heavens and a new earth” refers to 

an entirely new state of things.  

  These promises were in part fulfilled 

when the Jews, with deliverance from the 

Babylonian captivity, were settled in what 

was to them a new world, yet they were to 

have their full accomplishment in the gos-

pel church including the whole history of 

Christ’s kingdom, to its final consumma-

tion in heaven.  

  The Jerusalem that is from above is free 

and is the mother of us all. In the graces 

and comforts which believers have in and 

from Christ we are to look for this new 

heaven and new earth. It is in the gospel 

that old things have passed away and all 

things have become new, and by it that 

those who are in Christ are new creatures

(2Corinthians 5:17). 

  Jesus taught us to pray, “Thy kingdom 

come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 

heaven” (Matthew 6:10).  The petition is 

the expression of a wish that God may 

reign everywhere; that his laws may be 

obeyed; and especially that the gospel of 

Christ may be advanced everywhere, till 

the world shall be filled with his glory.  

We see little allegiance to our Father, 

God; we must pray with all our might that 

he may, by his almighty grace, subdue 

men to loyal obedience. We long for the 

coming of King Jesus; but meanwhile we 

cry to our Father, “Thy kingdom come.” 

We desire for the supreme will to be done 

in earth, with cheerful, constant, universal 

obedience like that of “heaven.” We desire 

that the Lord’s will be carried out  by 

men, once rebellious, but graciously re-

newed.  

  To that end, the Lord has said, “I have 

put my words in thy mouth, and I have 

covered thee in the shadow of mine hand.”     

 We must fulfill our Lord’s command to 

“say unto Zion, Thou art my people.”  As 

His people we have great duties and re-

sponsibilities; but even more, we have 

assurance of great blessings in obedience.  

“The LORD is the portion of mine inheri-

tance and of my cup: thou maintainest my 

lot...Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in 

thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right 

hand there are pleasures for ever-

more”  (Psalms 16:5, 11).  May God bless 

us to dwell in the “secret place of the most 

High” that we might “abide under the 

shadow of the Almighty.” 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Bible Quiz Spring Place 

Fill in the blanks in each statement about two things.  

 

1. The Good Samaritan gave two _______to care for the 

man beaten by robbers (Luke 10:25). 

2. The poor widow gave two ___________, and Jesus 

commended her generous gift (Mark 12:42-43). 

3. Jesus said if we had two _________, we should give 

one to the poor (Luke 3:11). 

4. Rehoboam made two ________of gold for the Israelites 

to worship (1 Kings 12:27-28). 

5. The Israelites gathered two ________of bread on the 

sixth day (Ex. 16:22). 

6. The Israelites who were unable to bring a lamb or a 

goat for a sin offering were to bring two__________ 

(Lev. 5:6-7). 

7. God commanded Moses to make two _________to call 

the assembly together (Num. 10:2). 

8. David measured Moab with two ______: one for death 

and one for life (2 Sam. 8:2). 

9. Paul told the Galatians two ________ existed (Gal. 

4:23-24). 

10. Elisha saw two ________destroy forty-two children (2 

Kings 2:24). 

11. The widow, Elisha's friend, gathered two __________ 

to make a fire to prepare all the food she had (1 Kings 

17:12). 

12. Zechariah saw two _________ (Zech. 4:3). 

Answers on page 4. 

  
Fairview Primitive Baptist Church of Chattanooga, Tennes-
see, will hold their Annual Meeting April 27 through May 1, 
2005, the Lord willing.  Elder Ron Yeakle, pastor of Moun-
tain View Primitive Baptist Church of Fort Payne, Alabama 
will be the guest speaker. 
  Services will be held nightly at 7:30 PM through Saturday 
evening and at 11:00 AM on Sunday morning.  There will 
be a time of fellowship and refreshments following the Fri-
day evening service.  Lunch will be served following the 
Sunday morning service. 
  We cordially invite you to join us for this series of meet-
ings and request an interest in your prayers that the Lord 
would bless us to worship in spirit and in truth. 

Annual Meeting 

 

 I'm thinking today of the church of my youth,  

Where first I rejoiced at the sound of the truth 

Where oft I assembled with those that I love, 

And joined them in praising our Father above. 

 

Ah! well I remember when youthful and gay,  

In mirthfulness sporting, while time sped away,  

With my parents went to the house of the Lord,  

And wondered what made them rejoice at His word.  

 

But when my dear Saviour, so precious to me, 

My blind eyes did open, my sins all to see, 

With fearfulness, trembling, too great to express,  

I went to that house filled with woe and distress.  

 

When Jesus, my blessed Redeemer and Friend,  

Revealed that He was the Beginning and End, 

I longed for the season of worship once more,  

That I might join His saints; His dear name adore.  

 

And when in that dear place of worship and praise,  

My voice with His saints I endeavored to raise, 

My heart filled with love and my hope bright and clear,  

I thought surely trouble no more could appear. 

 

When deeply impressed with a sense of His love,  

When this world could no more a resting place prove,  

I went with a feeling I could not control, 

And told what my Saviour had done for my soul.  

 

With loving caresses they welcomed me home,  

And bade me no longer in darkness to roam; 

The great joy of that hour I never can tell, 

When I with such friends was permitted to dwell.  

 

Though now sundered far from that blessed abode,  

I feel that I'm still with the children of God; 

Dear brethren, I love you in deed and in truth,  

Yet my heart oft goes to the church of my youth.  

 

Ah! well I remember their kindness to me, 

In my memory now their kind deeds I can see;  

Wherever my lot is to publish the truth, 

I'll never forget the dear church of my youth. 

 

From The Good Old Songs,  

Compiled by Elder C. H. Cayce 

A Needed Kind of Revival 
 

A native of India, writing to a friend about a great revival 

they were having, said, "We are having a great rebible 

here." The Church needs to be rebibled.  

-C. E. World. 

 

Glad to Be a Leper 
 

Peking missionaries were astounded when an old man once 

rose and said: “I am glad I am a leper. For if I had not been a 

leper, I would never have come to this mission hospital; if I 

had not come to this hospital, I never would have learned to 

know Jesus. And I had rather be a leper with Christ than 

to be free from leprosy without Him”. 

Christian Life 
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THE GOSPEL 
 

  What is the Gospel for and who is it 

addressed to? The Arminian would say it 

is to the dead alien sinner to give him 

spiritual life, though we all know that the 

preached Gospel is spiritual and the dead 

alien sinner is only natural, and Paul said, 

but the natural man receiveth not the 

things of the Spirit of God for they are 

foolishness unto him; neither can he 

know them, because they are spiritually 

discerned. I Corinthians. 2:14. 

  Paul further said, For the preaching of 

the cross is to them that perish (dead sin-

ner) foolishness but unto us which are 

saved it is the power of God. I Corin-

thians 1:18.  Paul further said, but we 

preach Christ crucified unto the Jews a 

stumbling block and unto the Greeks 

foolishness; but unto them which are 

called both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 

power of God and the wisdom of God. I 

Corinthians. 1:23. Isn't it strange that 

some can believe that the dead can hear? 

The Gospel is to bring life and immortal-

ity to light.  The Gospel is not to save the 

dead, though to save the living.  It 

pleased God by foolishness of preaching 

to save them that believe. 

  Who is it that believes? Not the dead 

sinner.  They are those who are regener-

ated and born of God and this gospel 

doesn't save them eternally for they had 

eternal life before they first heard the 

gospel, though it saves them from being 

deceived and led off into the traps and 

snares and institutions of wicked men 

and from believing false doctrine and 

practice. It is food and drink to our 

poor hungry and thirsty souls. It keeps 

us from perishing. It is for the living 

and not for the dead.  It is to God's chil-

dren as the rains are to the plants. The 

rains are not sent to give life to the 

plants, but that they may continue to 

live and grow. The rains are no profit to 

the dead plants neither is the gospel of 

any worth to the dead sinner. The gos-

pel is the food that God sends down to 

feed his children to sustain spiritual life 

and that they may grow in grace and in 

the knowledge of our Lord and also to 

teach and instruct them. God has al-

ways fed his children this "Gospel" 

even away back in the old law dispen-

sation thousands of years before the 

coming of Christ, though it was in a 

natural form.  The manna that fell in 

the wilderness and the water that 

flowed from the smitten rock were the 

gospel in a natural form for the natural 

Jews. None but the Jews were permit-

ted to eat and drink of this natural gos-

pel.  This water and manna were natu-

ral for the natural Israelites or Jews, 

though they are types and shadows that 

were pointing on thousands of years 

into the future to the spiritual manna 

and spiritual water from the spiritual 

rock, Christ, for the spiritual Israelites 

in this Gospel day or age. Spiritually 

speaking the Gospel is all we need. It is 

our bread, meat and drink and it con-

tains all that God wants our poor souls 

to eat and drink and if we should eat or 

drink something that is not contained in 

the Gospel it would be poison to our 

soul and we would become sickly and 

unfruitful. 

  The Gospel saves the believer. Who is a 

believer? It is a Child of God, one who 

believes that Christ is his Saviour. Christ  

has already saved him. He is one who has 

a hope in Christ. As I have already said, 

it doesn't save us eternally, though here in 

this life. The Gospel is to God's Children 

as the oars are to the man out on the 

stormy seas in his little canoe. Without his 

oars to guide and speed his little canoe the 

waves would blow him away and cause him 

and his little canoe to go down beneath the 

waves. Even so with God's children who 

don't hear the sweet Gospel preached 

from time to time, the high winds of false 

doctrine and waves of persecution will 

carry them away into strange lands and 

forbidden paths and cause them to mourn 

and weep. 

From The Gospel Light  

by S. H. O’Neal 

 

"But is now made manifest by the appear-

ing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath 

abolished death, and hath brought life and 

immortality to light through the gos-

pel:"    (2 Timothy 1:10) 

Answers to Bible Quiz 

1-Pence, 2-Mites, 3-Coats, 4-Calves. 5-

Omers, 6-Turtledoves, 7-Trumpets, 8-Lines, 

9-Covenants, 10-Bears, 11-Sticks, 12-Olive 

Trees,  

 

John Newton, who lived in a dark 

day, in common with faithful minis-

ters and their people, was praying for 

revival.  He wrote to friend: "A re-

vival is wanted here with us as it is 

with you, and some of us are praying 

and also singing for a revival The 

song we are singing will be found on 

the reverse side of my letter." This 

was their revival song: 

 

Saviour, visit Thy plantation,  

Send, oh send, a gracious rain;  

All will come to desolation  

Unless Thou dost bless again.  

 

Keep no longer at a distance 

Shine upon us from on high 

Lest, for want of Thy assistance 

Every plant should droop and die. 

 

Once, O Lord, Thy garden flourished 

Every part looked gay and green;  

Then Thy Word our spirits nourished 

Happy seasons we have seen. 

 

But a drought has since succeeded,  

And a sad decline we see:  

Lord, Thy help is greatly needed:  

Help can only come from Thee.  

 

Where are those we counted leaders, 

Filled with zeal, and love, and truth? 

Old professors, tall as cedars, 

Bright examples to our youth! 

 

Some in whom we once delighted 

We shall meet no more below; 

Some, alas! we fear are blighted; 

Scarce a single leaf they show.  

 

Younger plants-the sight how pleasant 

Covered thick with blossoms stood; 

But they cause us grief at present, 

Frost has nipped them in the bud.  

 

Dearest Saviour, hasten hither; 

Thou canst make them bloom again; 

O permit them not to wither; 

Let not all our hopes be vain.  

 

Let our mutual love be fervent:  

Make us prevalent in prayer; 

Let each one esteemed Thy servant 

Shun the world's bewitching snare. 

 

 

Break the tempter's fatal power;  

Turn the stony heart to flesh; 

And begin from this good hour, 

To revive Thy work afresh. 

 

A Prayer in Song 
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Devotions:  

Psalms In Reflection 
From the book of the same title by Elder Len Dalton 

Hymns and Hymn Writers 
 

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say    

 

Psalm Forty Two  

 

To the chief Musician, Maschil, for the sons of Korah. 

   As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my 

soul after thee, O God. My soul thirsteth for God, for the liv-

ing God: when shall I come and appear before God? My tears 

have been my meat day and night, while they continually say 

unto me, Where is thy God? When I remember these things, I 

pour out my soul in me: for I had gone with the multitude, I 

went with them to the house of God, with the voice of joy and 

praise, with a multitude that kept holyday. Why art thou cast 

down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted in me? hope 

thou in God: for I shall yet praise him for the help of his coun-

tenance. O my God, my soul is cast down within me: therefore 

will I remember thee from the land of Jordan, and of the Her-

monites, from the hill Mizar. Deep calleth unto deep at the 

noise of thy waterspouts: all thy waves and thy billows are 

gone over me. Yet the LORD will command his lovingkindness 

in the daytime, and in the night his song shall be with me, and 

my prayer unto the God of my life. I will say unto God my 

rock, Why hast thou forgotten me? why go I mourning because 

of the oppression of the enemy? As with a sword in my bones, 

mine enemies reproach me; while they say daily unto me, 

Where is thy God? Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and 

why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou in God: for I 

shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and 

my God. (Psalms 42:1-11 KJV)  

 

  This is generally considered to be a song or psalm of one 

who is away from home in a strange land. In other words, 

he is exiled and among his enemies who have no sympa-

thy for his religious convictions. The singer cries out for 

God with all the interest and power of one who knows 

God and cares supremely for the Honor of His name. His 

greatest grief is caused by the mocking inquiry of the en-

emy concerning his God. In what we may now call by 

contrast, he remembers when he worshipped with his com-

panions, even leading them in the worship. Please notice 

that in the midst of his grief he appeals to his own soul in 

the language of hope and confidence. A great conflict goes 

on within, for he affirms, "My soul is cast down." 

  In all of this it is well to note carefully the true heroism 

of this man. Here is the interesting thought about it: He 

makes his trouble and disquietude the occasion of remem-

bering God. Even out of the place of his exile, and in all 

of his troubles, he turns his thoughts to God. As a result of 

this fact his sense of sorrow is not deadened, but it is 

rather a setting of it in right relation to God. He indicates 

that trouble has come in cataracts and waves and billows. 

However, do not fail to see that it is God's cataracts, God's 

waves, and God's billows. In other words the psalmist is 

careful to set even these in relation to God. 

  The picture then is this: to the psalmist the trouble and 

oppression and reproach caused by the enemy are still pre-

sent with him, but he finds great courage and hope as he 

continues to set all of his sorrows in direct relation to 

God. Hence he is living in expectation of deliverance. 

This is a marvelous psalm. 

 

  Anyone can work with adults, but it takes a special 

person to communicate with children. Among the early 

hymnists, none connected with youngsters better than 

Horatius Bonar, "the prince of Scottish hymnists." 

  Horatius was born in 1808, one of eleven children. 

Two of his siblings-John and Andrew-also became out-

standing preachers. After studying for the ministry at 

the University of Edinburgh and serving an internship 

at Leith, Horatius was ordained and began pastoring in 

Kelso. Later he moved to Edinburgh where he became 

one of Scotland's most famous pulpiteers. 

  He began writing hymns while at Kelso, and many of 

them were especially for children. Later, in his church 

in Edinburgh where only the Scottish version of the 

Psalms were sung, only the children were allowed to 

sing his hymns. On one occasion in the adult services, 

two of his church leaders stormed out in protest when a 

hymn was announced. But the children never protested. 

They loved his visits to Sunday School when he would 

lead them in exuberant singing. 

  Horatius wrote "I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say" for 

his Sunday School children in 1846. On the page con-

taining the words, he doodled four faces and the head 

of a man wearing a hat. He based his three verses on 

three wonderful promises of Jesus in Matthew 11:28, 

John 4:14, and John 8:12. The first half of each stanza 

echoes our Lord's promise, and the last half of each 

stanza frames our response. 

  Where did his love for children come from? He and 

his wife had lost five of their children in rapid succes-

sion. But God gave him hundreds of children in his 

Sunday Schools. And that 's not all ... 

  Many years later, a surviving Bonar daughter was 

widowed and returned home to live with her parents. 

She had five young children. Writing to a friend, 

Horatius said, "God took five children from life some 

years ago, and He has given me another five to bring 

up for Him in my old age." 

  Horatius was nearly 80 when he preached in his 

church for the last time. Among his last requests was 

that no biography of him be written. He wanted all the 

glory to be Christ's alone.  

 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, "Come unto Me and rest; 

Lay down, thou weary one, lay down Thy head upon My breast. 

I came to Jesus as I was, weary and worn and sad; 

I found in Him a resting place, and He has made me glad. 

 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, "Behold, I freely give 

The living water; thirsty one, stoop down, and drink, and live." 

I came to Jesus and I drank of that life - giving stream; 

My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, and now I live in Him. 

 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, "I am this dark world's Light;  

Look unto Me, thy morn shall rise, and all thy day be bright." 

I looked to Jesus, and I found in Him my Star, my Sun; 

And in that light of life I'll walk, till traveling days are done. 
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The Ninth Persecution Under Aurelian, 

A. D. 274 

  The principal sufferers were: Felix, 

bishop of Rome. This prelate was ad-

vanced to the Roman see in 274. He was 

the first martyr to Aurelian's petulancy, 

being beheaded on the twenty-second of 

December, in the same year. 

Agapetus, a young gentleman, who sold 

his estate, and gave the money to the 

poor, was seized as a Christian, tortured, 

and then beheaded at Praeneste, a city 

within a day's journey of Rome. 

  These are the only martyrs left upon 

record during this reign, as it was soon 

put to a stop by the emperor's being 

murdered by his own domestics, at 

Byzantium. 

  Aurelian was succeeded by Tacitus, 

who was followed by Probus, as the 

latter was by Carus: this emperor being 

killed by a thunder storm, his sons, 

Carnious and Numerian, succeeded him, 

and during all these reigns the Church 

had peace. 

  Diocletian mounted the imperial 

throne, A. D. 284; at first he showed 

great favor to the Christians. In the year 

286, he associated Maximian with him 

in the empire; and some Christians were 

put to death before any general persecu-

tion broke out. Among these were Fe-

lician and Primus, two brothers. 

  Marcus and Marcellianus were twins, 

natives of Rome, and of noble descent. 

Their parents were heathens, but the 

tutors, to whom the education of the 

children was intrusted, brought them up 

as Christians. Their constancy at length 

subdued those who wished them to be-

come pagans, and their parents and 

whole family became 

converts to a faith they had before repro-

bated.  They were martyred by being 

tied to posts, and having their feet 

pierced with nails.  After remaining in 

this situation for a day and a night, their 

sufferings were put an end to by thrust-

ing lances through their bodies. 

  Zoe, the wife of the jailer, who had the 

care of the beforementioned martyrs, 

was also converted by them, and hung 

upon a tree, with a fire of straw lighted 

under her. When her body was taken 

down, it was thrown into a river, with a 

large stone tied to it, in order to sink it. 

  In the year of Christ 286, a most re-

markable affair occurred; a legion of 

soldiers, consisting of six thousand six 

hundred and sixty-six men, contained 

none but Christians. This legion was 

called the Theban Legion, because the 

men had been raised in Thebias: they 

were quartered in the east until the em-

peror Maximian ordered them to march 

to Gaul, to assist him against the rebels 

of Burgundy. They passed the Alps into 

Gaul, under the command of Mauritius, 

Candidus, and Exupernis, their worthy 

commanders, and at length joined the 

emperor.    

  Maximian, about this time, ordered a 

general sacrifice, at which the whole 

army was to assist; and likewise he com-

manded that they should take the oath of 

allegiance and swear, at the same time, 

to assist in the extirpation of Christianity 

in Gaul. Alarmed at these orders, each 

individual of the Theban Legion abso-

lutely refused either to sacrifice or take 

the oaths prescribed. This so greatly 

enraged Maximian, that he ordered the 

legion to be decimated, that is, every 

tenth man to be selected from the rest, 

and put to the sword. This bloody order 

having been put in execution, those who 

remained alive were still inflexible, 

when a second decimation took place, 

and every tenth man of those living was 

put to death. This second severity made 

no more impression than the first had 

done; the soldiers preserved their forti-

tude and their principles, but by the ad-

vice of their officers they drew up a 

loyal remonstrance to the emperor. This, 

it might have been presumed, would 

have softened the emperor, but it had a 

contrary effect: for, enraged at their per-

severance and unanimity, he com-

manded that the whole legion should be 

put to death, which was accordingly 

executed by the other troops, who cut 

them to pieces with their swords, Sep-

tember 22, 286. 

  Alban, from whom St. Alban's, in Hert-

fordshire, received its name, was the 

first British martyr. Great Britain had 

received the Gospel of Christ from 

Lucius, the first Christian king, but did 

not suffer from the rage of persecution 

for many years after. He was originally 

a pagan, but converted by a Christian 

ecclesiastic, named Amphibalus, whom 

he sheltered on account of his religion. 

The enemies of Amphibalus, having 

intelligence of the place where he was 

secreted, came to the house of Alban ; in 

order to facilitate his escape, when the 

soldiers came, he offered himself up as 

the person they were seeking for. The 

deceit being detected, the governor or-

dered him to be scourged, and then he 

was sentenced to be beheaded, June 22, 

A. D. 287. 

  The venerable Bede assures us, that, 

upon this occasion, the executioner sud-

denly became a convert to Christianity, 

and entreated permission to die for Al-

ban, or with him. Obtaining the latter 

request, they were beheaded by a sol-

dier, who voluntarily undertook the task 

of executioner. This happened on the 

twenty-second of June, A. D. 287, at 

Verulam, now St. Alban's, in Hertford-

shire, where a magnificent church was 

erected to his memory about the time of 

Constantine the Great. The edifice, be-

ing destroyed in the Saxon wars, was 

rebuilt by Offa, king of Mercia, and a 

monastery erected adjoining to it, some 

remains of which are still visible, and 

the church is a noble Gothic structure. 

  Faith, a Christian female, of Acquitain, 

in France, was ordered to be broiled 

upon a gridiron, and then beheaded; A. 

D. 287. Quintin was a Christian, and a 

native of Rome, but determined to at-

tempt the propagation of the Gospel in 

Gaul, with one Lucian, they preached 

together in Amiens; after which Lucian 

went to Beaumaris, where he was mar-

tyred. Quintin remained in Picardy, and 

was very zealous in his ministry.  Being 

seized upon as a Christian, he was 

stretched with pullies until his joints 

were dislocated; his body was then torn 

with wire scourges, and boiling oil and 

pitch poured on his naked flesh; lighted 

torches were applied to his sides and 

armpits; and after he had been thus tor-

tured, he was remanded back to prison, 

and died of the barbarities he had suf-

fered, October 31, A. D. 287. His body 

was sunk in the Somme. 

From Fox’s Book Of Martyrs 

The Ten Primitive Persecutions 
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Good Works  
  The Light In Which Good Works Is Con-

sidered By The Churches In This Associa-

tion 

 

  WE deem it consistent with our history, 

to give the reader an idea of our opinion 

of good works, for what they are per-

formed, and what purpose they are to 

answer. The more so, because it is often 

said, we have adopted a system, and hold 

principles that exclude good works, and 

render the doing them of no avail. 

  It is a received opinion with us, that the 

salvation and entire saving of the soul is a 

work of sovereign free grace, in which 

creature performances form no part —but 

we do not conclude from hence, that good 

works are unnecessary, in other respects, 

but answer valuable purposes in their 

place: that is, we hold that the love of 

GOD to His chosen people, was volun-

tary, sovereign, and free —that He is of 

one mind, and none can turn Him, nor 

anything out of himself can control nor 

influence His eternal mind, nor alter, 

frustrate or disappoint His divine purpose 

—and that the whole reason why He has 

mercy on any is because He will have 

mercy —out of pure love He sent His 

dear Son to perform the great work of 

redemption for sinners —out of love He 

sends His gospel to call in His people, 

under the preaching of which Christ cal-

leth His sheep by name and leadeth them 

out —out of love the Holy Ghost is sent 

by His renewing operations, to create the 

soul anew in Christ Jesus. 

  Justification is God's act, it is God that 

justifieth, and that through the Lord Je-

sus, the great and precious promises by 

which they partake of the divine nature, 

on which they rest, and by which they are 

supported, through the whole of their 

warfare, are said to be given. Grace is 

given to them here, and glory reserved for 

them hereafter, all bestowed freely, and 

comes to them by way of gift —and the 

reason why they shall certainly arrive in 

glory is, because it is their "Father's good 

pleasure to give them the kingdom." The 

scriptures assure us, that salvation is of 

the Lord, from first to last, and will admit 

of no co-partnership, not dependent on 

human performance as a condition, but 

accomplished wholly by sovereign grace. 

  And it is so far from lessening our obli-

gation to perform good works, and yield 

obedience to Christ, that of our being 

saved by grace, that we are laid under 

greater obligation by far from the consid-

eration of the freeness of divine love, 

from their being called by unfrustrable 

grace, and from the certainty of their by 

and by possessing the heavenly inheri-

tance. They are so frequently exhorted in 

scripture to diligence; "seeing ye are 

bought with a price, glorify God in your 

bodies, and your spirits which are God's;" 

the glorifying of God was not to procure 

His favor, but being redeemed by the 

blood of Christ, and called by grace, 

adopted into God's family, subjected to 

the divine government, and brought into a 

spiritual relation to God; all this being 

done for them by an omnipotent hand, it 

was reasonable God should have His 

own, and body and soul be rendered up 

and employed in good works. 

  On the same principle the apostle ex-

horted his brethren to set forth the praise 

of Him, who had called them out of the 

darkness into fits marvellous light, that 

since God hath illuminated your dark 

minds, and gave you to see His glory in 

the face of His dear Son, it is reasonable 

you should, and it is obligatory on you to 

set forth His praise —their title claim to 

the divine favor was not founded in part 

nor in whole, upon their setting forth the 

praise of God —but flowed as a natural 

consequence upon their receiving mercy. 

Again the apostle enjoins diligence in 

seeking those things that were above, 

under the consideration, that they were 

risen with Christ from a spiritual death 

and that their life was hid with Christ in 

God, and that when Christ appeared they 

should appear with Him in glory —when 

the apostle Peter, wrote of the dissolution 

of the present heavens and earth, and then 

according to the promise, they looked for 

new heavens and a new earth, wherein 

dwelt righteousness. Under a view of 

your happiness being secure, the place of 

your residence will be where righteous-

ness dwells, completely delivered from 

sin, and all the miseries attending it. Let 

the view of these things and the certainty 

of their accomplishment, stimulate and 

excite you to holiness of life and conver-

sation: so that whenever good works or 

obedience is enjoined, it appears with no 

view to procure salvation, or to have been 

done as a condition of it, which leads us 

to consider what they are done for. 

  We will enquire first, what qualifica-

tions are necessary to the performance of 

a good work, a work acceptable to God? 

  First, it is necessary the Holy Spirit 

should be the influencer of the soul, for 

no man can call Jesus the lord but by the 

Holy Ghost. Paul describes the worship 

he performed in these words: "I will pray 

with the spirit and with the understand-

ing, and I will sing with the spirit and 

with the understanding;" no worship 

meets with acceptance, but what is per-

formed in spirit and in truth. 

  A second ingredient, faith in the Lord 

Jesus Christ —for without faith it is im-

possible to please God —for where faith 

is wanting the worship meets with a re-

jection, as in the case of Cain, when he 

offered sacrifice with his brother Abel; 

and numbers who heard God's word, were 

not profited, "not being mixed with faith 

in them that heard it."  

  The third thing necessary, to constitute a 

good work is, a view singly to the glory 

of God; the exhortation is, that whether 

we eat or drink, or whatever we do, all 

ought to be done to the glory of God; the 

direct opposite of this, is depraved man, 

while in a state of nature —instead of 

looking to, or depending on, a supernatu-

ral influence, he relies on the poor feeble 

arm of flesh: as to exercising faith in 

Christ, it is far from nature; while a 

strong inclination leads them to count 

upon merit in the performance, that there 

is some good in the duty, for the sake of 

which, they must be the more acceptable 

with God; as for the seeking the glory of 

God when complying with the duty, is a 

growth nature never produced: all being 

done by a person void of grace, from a 

principle of self, and with a view to serve 

his own purpose, either to still the gnaw-

ing and distresses of his troubled con-

science, to atone for his guilt thereby, or 

to appease wrath, and render Jehovah 

propitious. It is as impossible for a person 

with an unsanctified heart to perform an 

act spiritually good, as it would be to 

form a world, or take wing and flyaway 

to heaven —for an unclean thing has 

never yet, nor never will, produce a clean 

thing: a bitter fountain cannot yield sweet 

water, nor a bad tree good fruit, and figs 

might as soon be gathered of thorns, as 

for a natural man to perform, what is 

spiritually good. 

  But although good works cannot atone 

(Continued on page 8) 



 

 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works, Hebrews 10:24 
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for sin, procure a pardon, nor justify our souls, cannot purify 

our hearts, nor melt us for the kingdom of heaven —yet they 

are of great importance in other respects, and answer very 

valuable ends, and therefore ought not to be omitted, for the 

following reasons: 

  God hath enjoined on His people the performance of good 

works, and the walking in all His commands and ordinances 

blameless, throughout the sacred writings; and reasonable it is, 

obedience should be yielded, when the sovereign of heaven 

and earth directs it to be done. For if a father it is right he 

should be honored, and if a master he is much to be feared: 

when the great Lawgiver, who always does right, issues His 

commands, due subjection is to be exercised by His rational 

creatures; it is wicked to enquire into the reasons why such a 

command, or refuse obedience to it, for the right of command-

ing is with the Almighty, who does His pleasure, in the armies 

of heaven, and inhabitants of the earth. 

  Another reason why commands are to be obeyed, ordinances 

walked in, and institutions complied with: God hath ordained 

and appointed them as the means and way by which He is 

pleased to make himself known and reveal His gracious de-

signs to His people. The revealing the divine law, God mani-

fests  the holiness of His nature, the inflexibility of His justice, 

and His almighty power to execute His purposes of vengeance 

—by this means, a discovery is made of the perfections, and 

attributes of deity, which we must have remained ignorant of, 

had not such revelation been made and lessons are taught there 

which we could not have learned, from the wide extended 

creation, with all its contents; in the gospel a gracious God is 

pleased to make still clearer discoveries of himself, as a God 

of love, as well as a God of holiness and justice; by means of 

these sacred gospel pages Jesus arises with His refulgent 

beams, and cheering rays, to expel and burst in sunder the low-

ering clouds and thick darkness in which all the progeny of 

Adam are fallen. In this gospel the grand source of rich grace 

is made known, and God's loving gracious design, in saving 

sinners, made manifest —by the gospel the remedy is pointed 

out, a remedy for every disease sin has brought on us —this 

blessed volume brings sweet intelligence of an eternal life, and 

a blessed immortality, and many other important and interest-

ing truths are made known by the gospel, which we could 

never have learned from the works of nature. When the natu-

ralist carries his researches and philosophies on the creatures 

to the greatest extent, what has he learned? at most that an 

almighty hand formed them, and acknowledges a grand dis-

play of infinite wisdom in the order, harmony, and conven-

ience of the whole system —a system bound by unerring laws, 

so that confusion cannot take place, but entire harmony con-

tinue while time endures, both in the terrestrial and celestial 

regions —but after all this improvement and discovery, the 

wise man may know nothing of the way, in which the love of 

God is manifest to the soul of a rational creature, know noth-

ing how he, an offender, is to be reconciled to an offended 

judge, be ignorant how his sins are to be pardoned, and he 

stand justified at the bar of a God of inflexible. 

From A Concise History of the Ketocton Baptist Association, 

1766-1808 by William Fristoe 
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