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| And The Lad

“And Abraham said unto his young
men, Abide ye here with the ass; and |
and the lad will go yonder and worship,
and come again to you” (Genesis 22:5).

All serious students of scripture are
probably familiar with this great expres-
sion of faith uttered by Abraham. Hav-
ing been given the command to offer his
son Isaac as a burnt offering, Abraham
was fully intent on obedience. God’s
command was, “... Take now thy son,
thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest,
and get thee into the land of Moriah; and
offer him there for a burnt offering upon
one of the mountains which | will tell
thee of” (Genesis 22:2). Abraham wasin
the midst of obedience to this command
when God interrupted him. There can be
no denial of Abraham’s intent to put his
son to death. Yet, inleaving his servants,
he stated that “...I and the lad will go
yonder and worship, and come again to
you” (Genesis 22:5, emphasis added).

By faith, Abraham fully expected to re-
turn with his son. Faith was perhaps the
most notable feature of the life of Abra-
ham.

Ancther feature of the life of Abraham,
not quite as evident asfaith, is expressed
in this passage and is worthy of careful
study. Abraham said, “...I and the lad
will go yonder and wor ship, and come
again to you” (Genesis 225, emphasis
added). Thisverseisthe only timethat |
can find in scripture that the word wor -
ship is used in connection with Abraham.
In one other passage, Genesis 18:2, the
Hebrew word meaning worship is used
concerning him. In three passages, Abra-
ham is said to have built an atar unto the
Lord, no doubt as an act of worship.
Worship in the life of Abraham is not
stressed in scripture as much asisfaith,
yet worship was very much a part of his
life.

At first thought, it might be difficult to
comprehend how this act commanded

Abraham, the offering of his son on an
altar, could be considered an act of wor-
ship. It would have been very shocking
for this father to even think about the
death of hisson. Even more shocking
would have been the thought that he
would have to slay his beloved son. How
could this be worship? Worship isrev-
erence and intense devotion to or esteem
for aperson or thing. What could better
express reverence and devotion than obe-
dience in the most difficult of circum-
stances and yielding to God that which he
held most dear?

Please note Abraham’swords, | and the
lad will go yonder and worship. Isaac
would worship also. Isaac knew that
Abraham was going to offer a burnt-
offering, but did not at first know that he
intended to sacrifice him. Josephus sup-
poses that 1saac was now twenty-five
years old, while others believe that he
was thirty-six. We are told that ... Abra-
ham took the wood of the burnt offering,
and laid it upon Isaac his son” (Genesis
22:6), and a significant amount of wood
would have been necessary to consume
the intended offering. We can then as-
sume that he was of sufficient maturity
that he might have easily resisted. There
isno hint of resistance on the part of
Isaac. Again, thisisvery illustrative of
true worship. While he placed himself in
the hands of his earthly father, 1saac truly
gave himsdlf into the hands of his heav-
enly Father, whom he trusted to provide.
We can truly worship only when we have
presented our bodies “aliving sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service” (Romans 12:1).

Isaac’s trust was in both his earthly fa-
ther and his heavenly Father. “And
Abraham said, My son, God will provide
himself alamb for aburnt offering: so
they went both of them together”
(Genesis 22:8). He went with the assur-
ance of Abraham that God would pro-
vide. Isaac’swillingness to worship
with Abraham in this manner suggests

that Abraham gave evidencein hislife of
genuine faith. It isdoubtful that 1saac
would have willingly gone with Abraham
if he had witnessed insincerity and pre-
tencein hisfather. Whether we realize it
or not, the example of abeliever hasa
profound effect on others around them.
Many have been led to the church by the
example of faithful believers. Many, |
fear, have been driven away from the
church by those who claim to believe but
act as unbelievers.

How could Abraham worship God when
he was commanded to offer hisson asa
burnt offering? Keep in mind that wor-
ship goes beyond mere obedience. One
may obey because the fear the conse-
quences of disobedience or they may
obey because they feel that they have no
other choice. Worship must come from
the heart and be based upon obedience
with adesire to please God. We must
worship through obedience believing that
if God commanded it, it isright.

We must understand that this great act
of worship by Abraham was an act of
mature faith, coming after many years of
walking with the Lord. We are com-
manded to “... grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ...” (2 Peter 3:18). Our worship
should reflect that growth in ever in-
creasing expressions of reverence and
devotion. Abraham had, by experience,
learned to trust God.

Abraham’s trust was in the person of
God. “And he believed in the LORD; and
he counted it to him for righteous-
ness” (Genesis 15:6). Hebelieved in the
LORD; not smply believed the word of
the LORD, but believed in the LORD
Himself. We aretold that “After these
things the word of the LORD came unto
Abramin avision, saying, Fear not,
Abram: | am thy shield, and thy exceeding
great reward” (Genesis 15:1). God Him-
self was Abraham’s shield. God Himself
was Abraham’s exceeding great reward.

(Continued on page 2)
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The writer of Hebrews states, “For when
God made promise to Abraham, because
he could swear by no greater, he sware by
himself” (Hebrews 6:13). He pledged
Himself, his eternal power and Godhead
for the fulfillment of the promise. There
was no being superior to himself to whom
he could make appeal, or by whom he
could be bound, therefore he appeals to
and pledges hisimmutable truth and God-
head.

Moreover, Abraham trusted the prom-
ise of God. “And | will establish my
covenant between me and thee and thy
seed after thee in their generations for an
everlasting covenant, to be a God unto
thee, and to thy seed after thee” (Genesis
17:7). “And God said unto Abraham, Let
it not be grievousin thy sight because of
the lad, and because of thy bondwoman; in
all that Sarah hath said unto thee, hearken
unto her voice; for in Isaac shall thy seed
be called” (Genesis 21:12). God’s cove-
nant involved Abraham and his seed and
“in Isaac shall thy seed be called.” For
God’s promise to be fulfilled, Isaac had to
live to produce achild. Abraham trusted
God’s promise. “By faith Abraham,
when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and
he that had received the promises offered
up his only begotten son. Of whom it was
said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called:
Accounting that God was able to raise him
up, even from the dead; from whence also
hereceived himin afigure” (Hebrews
11:17-19). No human reasoning , no ex-
planation, nothing else was necessary.
God had promised and the matter was
settled in the mind of Abraham.

Abraham also trusted in the power of
God, “accounting that God was able to
raise him up, even from the dead.”

Abraham had been awitness to the
power of God. He had seen the power of
God in judgment of the wicked. “And
Abraham gat up early in the morning to
the place where he stood before the
LORD: And he looked toward Sodom and
Gomorrah, and toward al the land of the
plain, and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of
the country went up as the smoke of a
furnace” (Genesis 19:27-28). He no doubt
had respect for that power, but was moti-
vated more by the power that God had
graciously extended to him for his benefit.
The Lord had led him and preserved him
in his sojourn through hostile lands,

through famine, and through battles. The
Lord had been his “shield,” and
“exceeding great reward.”

Perhaps most precious to Abraham was
the power of God that had miraculously
given him his son Isaac. When told that
he and Sarah would have a son,
“...Abraham fell upon hisface, and
laughed, and said in his heart, Shall achild
be born unto him that is an hundred years
old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years
old, bear?’ (Genesis 17:17). Hewas not
at all doubtful, for we aretold that he
staggered not at the promise, (Romans
4:20), but by laughing Abraham ex-
pressed hisjoy at the prospect of the ful-
fillment of so glorious a promise which
could not be effected but by the almighty
power of God.

Abraham trusted in the provision of God.
“And Abraham said, My son, God will
provide himself alamb for aburnt offer-
ing: so they went both of them to-
gether” (Genesis 22:8). In Abraham there
was a conviction that God will provide,
Such conviction is an anchor to the soul,
sure and steadfast. This conviction came,
no doubt, through faith as well as experi-
ence. There had been times when Abra-
ham did not believe that God would pro-
vide. Genesis 12 records Abraham’s so-
journin Egypt. Hetried to providefor his
own protection by saying that Sarai ,his
wife, was hissister. Abraham’s plot
failed, but God provided for his safety.
Through this and many other experiences,
Abraham learned that God will provide.

Thiswas not merely the language of
faith and obedience; the patriarch spoke
prophetically, and referred to that Lamb of
God which HE had provided for himself,
who in the fullness of time should take
away the sin of the world, and of whom
Isaac was avery expressive type. All the
other lambs which had been offered from
the foundation of the world had been such
as MEN chose and MEN offered; but
THIS was the Lamb which GOD had pro-
vided-emphatically, THE LAMB OF
GOD.

“ And the angel of the LORD called unto
him out of heaven, and said, Abraham,
Abraham: and he said, Heream |. And he
said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, nei-
ther do thou any thing unto him: for now |
know that thou fearest God, seeing thou
hast not withheld thy son, thine only son
from me. And Abraham lifted up his eyes,

and looked, and behold behind him aram
caught in athicket by his horns: and Abra-
ham went and took the ram, and offered
him up for aburnt offering in the stead of
his son. And Abraham called the name of
that place Jehovahjireh: asit issaid to this
day, In the mount of the LORD it shall be
seen” (Genesis 22:11-14). Notice that in
thisinstance, God provided aram, rather
than alamb. God provided for Abraham a
ram to be offered in the place of his son.
The Lamb that God would provide for
Himself was yet to come.

We cannot say with certainty just how
much of God plan of redemption Abraham
saw and understood. | personally believe
God revealed agreat deal to him. Jesus
said, “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see
my day: and he saw it, and was glad”

(John 8:56). Whether Abraham under-
stood it or not, the truth of Romans 8:32
ishereillustrated. “He that spared not his
own Son, but delivered him up for us all,
how shall he not with him also freely give
usall things? God spared not Hisown
Son so that Abraham’s son could be
spared.

Abraham called this mount Jehovahjireh
which literally interpreted means the Lord
will see; that is, God will always have his
eyes upon his people and every thing shall
be done that is necessary for their comfort
and support. Hence, the words are usually
tranglated, The Lord will provide. God
will provide because his eye ever affects
his heart, and the needs he sees hishand is
ever ready to supply.

Some render the words In the mount of
the LORD it shall be seen asthe Lord
shall be seen; ON THISMOUNT THE
LORD SHALL BE SEEN. Fromthisit
appears that the sacrifice offered by Abra-
ham was understood to be a representative
one, and atradition was kept up that Jeho-
vah should be seen in a sacrificial way on
this mount.

Paul said, “Christ hath redeemed us
from the curse of the law, being made a
curse for us: for itiswritten, Cursed is
every one that hangeth on atree: That the
blessing of Abraham might come on the
Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we
might receive the promise of the Spirit
through faith” (Galatians 3:13-14). We
ought, then, to worship as Abraham did,
trusting in the person, the promise, the
power and the provision of Aimighty God.

2
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Bible Quiz

Saturday and Sunday

The story of Jesus healing Bartimaeus is awell-known story.
Answer the following questions about the incident.

1. Why was Bartimaeus begging beside the road (Mark
10:46)?
2. Where was the road (Mark 10:46)?
3. Who was Bartimaeus's father (Mark 10:46)?
4. When Bartimaeus heard that Jesus was coming, what did he
cry out (Mark 10:47)?
5. What did the crowd charge Bartimaeus to do (Mark 10:48)?
6. What was Bartimaeus's response to their charge (Mark
10:48)?
7. When Jesus called, what did Bartimaeus do (Mark 10:50)?
8. What did Bartimaeus ask Jesusto do for him (Mark 10:51)?
9. What did Jesus do for Bartimaeus (Mark 10:52)?
10. What did Jesus say to Bartimacus (Mark 10:52)?
11. What did Bartimaeus do after his sight was restored (Mark
10:52)?

Answers on page 4.

No Time For God

No time for God?

What fools we are, to clutter up
Our lives with common things
And leave without heart's gate
The Lord of lifeand Life itself—
Our God.

No time for God?

As soon to say, no time

To eat or sleep or love or die.
Taketime for God

Or you shall dwarf your soul,
And when the angel death
Comes knocking at your daoor,

A poor misshapen thing you'll be
To step into eternity.

No time for God?

That day when sickness comes
Or trouble finds you out

And you cry out for God,;

Will He have time for you?

No time for God?

Some day you'll lay aside

This mortal self and make your way
To worlds unknown,

And when you meet him face to face
Will He—Should He,

Have time for you?

-Norman L. Trott

Q. Ought we to observe the seventh or the first day of the
week as aday of rest?

A. The word Sabbath means rest, and man needs rest, not
only at night, but one day in seven. Under the Old or Legal
Dispensation that day was the seventh, now called Saturday
(Exodus 20:9-11); but under the New or Gospel Dispensa-
tion that day (without any formal commandment, but be-
cause Christ arose from the dead on that day and appeared
to His disciples especially on that day), has been the first
day of the week, now called Sunday (Matt. 28:1,6; John
20:19,26; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1,2; Acts 2:1). But Christian
forbearance on this subject is inculcated by the Apostle
Paul (Rom. 14:5,6; Col. 2:16). And we should remember
that the Sabbath is but a shadow or type, of which Christ is
the substance (Col. 2:17; Heb. 3 and 4). When He died and
rose from the dead, He rested from His work of redemption;
and when we believe in Him as our Righteousness, and the
end of the law for us, we rest from our works of self-
righteousness and self-boasting, feeling that what our dear
Lord has done and suffered for usis all our salvation and all
our desire, and we wish evermore to offer up to our ador-
able Redeemer the spiritual sacrifices of heartfelt thanks-
giving and praise. Not only for the above reasons, but also
for two others. Primitive Baptists rest from their usual la-
bors and meet especially on Sunday for worship because the
laws of most of the States in the Union require such rest,
and we are commanded to obey the higher powers (Rom.
13:1-5), and it is good to have a special day of rest from
business for the public worship of God. The most of our
churches also generally meet on Saturday for worship, as
well as occasionally on other days.

Elder Sylvester Hassell

THE THREE PILLOWS

An old lady was very calm as she approached death. Her
minister said, "I have noticed your calmness in so many
things." She said, "When | was just agirl, an old preacher
told me that each night he slept well because he rested his
head upon three pillows-God's grace, God's power, and God's
wisdom."

Thereis no doubt that if you have those three pillows, it is
going to make easy sleeping, easy dying and easy living day
by day; your attitude toward the Lord will be such that prayer
changed the whole attitude in life, because prayer is the link-
ing of your soul to the Lord in absolute trust.

Donald Grey Barnhouse
In Let Me lllustrate
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INDIFFERENCE

Sunday

If our people were required to take
an examination in the school of in-
difference before they could be clas-
sified as "indifferent" | am confident
that there would be but very few who
would fail to make a "passing
grade."

Surely we do not know just what the
word implies, nor, understand its
significance, or we would "mend our
ways"'—and that right early. Suppose
we look into the definition of the
word as given by Mr. Webster and
his associates: "Indifference: Lack of
interest or concern; unimportant;
having no feeling favorable or unfa-
vorable; neutral in character of qual-
ity; neither good nor bad; falling
short of any standard of excellence.”

The majority of our people have
been attending the School of Indif-
ference so long and so laboriously
that we feel they are now due to re-
ceive their diplomas.

Slothfulness is a twin brother to
Indifference—and we are com-
manded by the Apostle Paul to be
"NOT slothful in business" but to the
contrary, be "fervent in spirit; serv-
ing the Lord" (Rom. 12:11).
"Slothful" means to be a "sluggard,”
one that is "indifferent or lazy"; and
laziness has no part in the service of
our Master. A "fervent spirit" and
laziness cannot walk together in the
same path; God's service requires
diligence and energy. "Present, your
bodies a living sacrifice" is the way
the. Apostle puts it.

Lukewarmness is likewise con-
demned by Holy Writ. COLD or
HEAT, either one, is preferable to
lukewarmness. Hot water will often
settle a sick stomach; so will ex-
treme cold water. But not so with
lukewarm water; it produces nausea.
If we think "lukewarm" serviceis
acceptable with our Savior, we had
better divert ourselves of that idea as
quickly as possible, for thisiswhat He
says He will do with those in that con-
dition: "So then because thou art luke-
warm, and neither cold nor hot, | will
spue thee out of my mouth" (Rev.
3:16). Isthat not enough to cause us to

implore the "heat" of the Holy Spirit to
melt our cold and indifferent spirits and
quicken a desire within us to present
our bodies aliving in away that would
be acceptable to Him and profitable
unto usin all our services"in His king-
dom." "Indifference" is what causes us
to stay home on meeting go fishing and
attend ball games or other pl aces of
worldly amusement instead of
"assembling ourselves" with those who
are making every effort to press for-
ward "to the mark of the prize of the
high calling." which is the goal that
every obedient child of God should be
looking forward to achieving while
they are permitted to remain on this
mundane sphere.

"Not forsaking the assembling of our-

selves together, as the manner of some;
is but much the more, as you see the
day approaching" (Heb. 10:35). If we
cannot see the day approaching we are
as blind as His "chosen people" were;
while the Savior was here upon earth
and warned them of the destruction of
Jerusalem. They were unable to read
"the signs of the times" and could not
see "the day approaching” because of
"the blindness of their hearts." Many of
us today, it seems, are afflicted with
this same "blindness."
Let al of us make a special effort to
cleanse ourselves of thisindifferent and
lukewarm state before He spues us out
of His mouth.

A. H. Roden
From The Armor of God
July, 1954

| wasin the Spirit on the Lord's
day (Rev. 1:10).

If a Christian isn't in the Spirit on
the Lord's day, heis not likely to be
so on any day. "The Sabbath was
made for man"; but it was made to
enable man to get nearer to the Lord,
not farther away from him. When
you hear a man talk about every
day's being alike to him, you are
pretty sure to find that that man
wants to pursue his own business or
his own pleasure seven days in the
week. If he counts every day the
Lord's day, he finds the Sabbath the
best day of all to him. If a Christian
is as godly as John the evangelist, he
wants to keep the Sabbath holy unto
the Lord. And such a man is surest
to be in the Spirit on the Lord's day.
If heaven is ever to be opened to a
saint still in the flesh, it will be on
the Sabbath to a saint who is then
looking heavenward.

Sunday School Times, 1866

Sequatchie Valley
Association

Answers to Bible Quiz

1-He was blind; 2-Jericho, 3-Timaeus:
4-"Jesus, thou son of David, have
mercy on me"; 5-Be quiet (hold his
peace); 6-Cried louder; 7 -Cast off his
outer garment, got up, and went to Je-
sus: 8-Restore his sight; 9-Gave him
sight; 10-Go thy way; thy faith hath
made thee whole; 11. He Followed

Jesus

The 172nd Session of the Sequatchie
Valley Association will meet with the
Providence Primitive Baptist Church of
Tallassee, Alabama, on August 18-20,
2005.

Serviceswill be at 7:00 PM on Thurs-
day evening and will begin at 10:00 AM
and continue through the day on Friday.
Lunch and dinner will be served at the
church. Saturday services will begin at
10:00 AM and conclude with the noon
meal.

For more information, contact the
church clerk, JuliaB. James, 877
Greenwood Rd., Tallassee, AL,
36078. (334) 283-2492, or the As-
sociation clerk, Elder Greg Phil-
lips, 807 Ashwood Lane, Chatta-
nooga, TN 37415 (423) 875-3652.
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Devotions:

Psalms In Reflection

From the book of the same title by Elder Len Dalton

Hymns and Hymn Writers

The Little Brown Church in the Vale

THE SIXTY-FOURTH PSALM

<<To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.>> Hear
my voice, O God, in my prayer: preserve my life from
fear of the enemy. Hide me from the secret counsel of
the wicked; from the insurrection of the workers of in-
iquity: Who whet their tongue like a sword, and bend
their bows to shoot their arrows, even bitter words:
That they may shoot in secret at the perfect: suddenly
do they shoot at him, and fear not. They encourage
themselves in an evil matter: they commune of laying
shares privily; they say, Who shall see them? They
search out iniquities; they accomplish a diligent
search: both the inward thought of every one of them,
and the heart, is deep. But God shall shoot at them with
an arrow; suddenly shall they be wounded. So they
shall make their own tongue to fall upon themselves: all
that see them shall flee away. And all men shall fear,
and shall declare the work of God; for they shall wisely
consider of his doing. The righteous shall be glad in the
LORD, and shall trust in him; and all the upright in
heart shall glory. (Psalms 64:1-10 KJV)

My first thought was that the very beginning of this
psalm suggests an expression from Paul. On one occasion
he said "Cast down, but not destroyed." The psalm really
isacry of distress, and yet not of despair. The singer is
beset by wicked enemies who plan and plot against him
with malicious and persistent determination. He thor-
oughly explains their method. It is that of secret council
and studied cruelty. They have one object, that of harming
the righteous by shooting at him from secret places. They
strengthen themselves by declaring that none can see
them. Thisis his distress, and the warfare is unequal. His
foes are not in the open but covered.

At verse seven we have the beginning of his account of
the reason why his distress is not despair. Over against
their evil determination to shoot at the righteous is the fact
that God will shoot at them. This is the security of the
trusting soul. This truth is expressed differently in the
New Testament, but the principle abides, "If God be for
us, who can be against us?" The practical application of
this to the righteous is that there is no need for them to at-
tempt to take vengeance on their enemies. Their one careis
to trust God. Such trust will always end in gladness, and the
inevitable vindication of their faith. Such alife as this sug-
gests the need of much praying. The psalmist was thor-
oughly conscious of this. However, there is one thing about
this prayer life. It is far more essential that one pray to be
delivered from the fear of his enemies than to pray for de-
liverance from his enemies. In connection with this psalm
and its lesson perhaps we would do well to keep in mind
these words: "For we which live are always delivered unto
death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be
made manifest in our mortal flesh." 11 Cor. 4:11.

William S. Pitts was born August 18, 1830, Lums Corners,

Town of Y ates, Orleans County, New Y ork. He died September
25, 1918, Brooklyn, New Y ork and was buried at Rose Hill
Cemetery, Fredericksburg, lowa.

He gave this account of hiswriting “The Little Brown Church
InTheVale™:

One bright afternoon of aday in June 1857, | first set
foot in old Bradford, lowa, coming by stage from
McGregor. My home was in Wisconsin. The spot where
the “Little Brown Church” now stands was a setting of
rare beauty. There was no church there but the spot was
there waiting for it. When back in my home | wrote the
song ‘The Little Brown Church in the Vale.’ | put the
manuscript away. In the spring of 1862 | returned to
lowa and settled at Fredericksburg. ..

In the years of 1859 and 1860 the good people of Brad-
ford were determined to build a church...By the early
winter of 1864 the building was ready for dedication.
While | was holding the singing school, near its closein
the spring, the class went one evening to the church. It
was not then seated, but rude seats were improvised. My
manuscript of the song | had brought with me from Wis-
consin. It had never been sung before by anyone but my-
self. | sang it there. Soon afterwards | took the manu-
script to Chicago [lllinois], where it was published by H.
M. Higgins. It won a speedy recognition locally and with
the years won its way into the hearts of the people of the
world. Soon after its publication the church at Bradford,
which had been painted brown (for want of money to
buy better paint, some say), became known as “The Lit-
tle Brown Church in the Vale.”” My hope isthat it will
stand for athousand years and call the old man and his
descendants to worship.

This song was popularized by the worldwide evangelism cam-
paign of Arthur Chapman and Charles Alexander in 1893, and
by the Weatherwax Quartet, beginning around 1910. To this day
numerous couples still marry in the church each year (over
70,000 since record keeping started in 1918), and the church
holds an annual wedding reunion.

There’sachurch in the valley by the wildwood,
No lovelier spot in the dale;

No placeis so dear to my childhood,
Asthelittle brown church in the vale.

Come to the church in the wildwood,
Oh, cometo the church in the dale,
No spot is so dear to my childhood,
Asthelittle brown church in the vale.

How sweet on a clear, Sabbath morning,
To list to the clear ringing bell;

Its tones so sweetly are calling,

Oh, come to the church in the vale.
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JOSHUA, CALLED OF GOD AND EQUIPPED FOR SERVICE

Now after the death of Moses the ser-
vant of the Lord it came to pass, that the
L ord spake unto Joshua, the son of Nun,
Moses minister, saying, Moses my ser-
vant is dead; now therefore arise, go over
this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto
the land which | do give to them, even to
the children of Isradl (Joshua 1:1,2). This
book of the law shall not depart out of
thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate
therein day and night, that thou mayest
observeto do according to all that is
written therein: for then thou shalt make
thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt
have good success (Verse 8).

As soon as Moses was dead the divine
call cameto Joshua. God's work contin-
ues even though mighty servants of God
are caled from the scene of action. God
had given a promise to the patriarchs of
old concerning this land into which this
trusted servant would lead God's people.
There are many precious lessons that
we might learn from the life of thiswon-
derful servant of God.

Joshua was one who inquired of the
Lord. We see him earlier in the account
of the children of Israel asthey arrived at
Mt. Horeb (Exodus 33). Moses took the
tabernacle and pitched it outside the
camp, and called it the Tabernacle of the
congregation. "And everyone which
sought the Lord went out unto the tab-
ernacle (verse 7). "And the Lord spake
unto Moses face to face, as a man spea-
keth unto hisfriend. And he turned
again into the camp: but his servant
Joshua, the son of Nun, ayoung man,
departed not out of the tabernacle"
(Verse 11). Even though his |eader
M oses departed from the tabernacle, yet
Joshua stayed and inquired of the Lord.
The house of God holds the attention of
those who are seeking God. They do not
just abide by the appointed hours.

Asthe name indicates, Joshua was a
changed man. When Moses chose men
to send to spy out the land there was
one "of the tribe of Ephraim, Oshea the
son of nun" was one of these (Numbers
13:8). The old name Oshea seemsto im-
ply dependence on self. "Moses called
Oshea the son of Nun, Jehoshua." The
new name Jehoshua meant the "Lord is

Salvation" (Numbers 13:16). Men who
are called of God must undergo a
change of nature. Jacob's name was
changed to Israel; "for as a prince hast
thou power with God and with men,
and heat prevailed."

Joshua was awitness in that he gave a
good report from Canaan. "The land
which we passed through to search, it is
an exceeding good land” (Numbers
14:7). Moses was commanded to lay his
hand on Joshua and set him before
Eleazar the priest, who would ask
counsel for him after the judgment of
Urim before the Lord; "and at his word
shall they go out, and at his word they
shall comein, both he, and all the chil-
dren of Israel with him, even all the
congregation" (Numbers 27:21). God
was preparing one who would be
trusted at a time when strong leadership
would be needed.

Joshua was one who was taught of
God. Joshua 1:1-9 gives us a clear pic-
ture of what would be needed. They
had not gone this way before. Every
step must be taken in faith. The com-
mand was, "arise and go over this Jor-
dan." Joshuawas told that in every
place where the sole of hisfoot would
tread "that have | given unto you, as |
said unto Moses." The great purpose of
God must be ever kept in view. "From
the wilderness and this Lebanon even
unto the great river Euphrates, all the
land of the Hittites, and unto the great
sea toward the going down of the sun,
shall be your coast" (Joshua 1:4). God
gave Joshua the confidence of victory
by telling him these things. We also
can do all through Christ Jesus our
Lord which strengthens us.

Joshua glorified the Lord in all his
actions. "And Joshua said unto the peo-
ple, Sanctify yourselves. for tomorrow
the Lord will do Wonders among
you" (Joshua 3:5). He would set God
before a people who were made ready.
Only in this way would the glory be
given to the Lord. Much later there
would be another who would be speak-
ing of Jesus; "Wherefore God hath
highly exalted him, and given him a
name which is above every name"
(Phil. 2:9). He also sought only the
glory of His Father which wasin

heaven, that in all things God might
have the pre-eminence.

Joshua was victorious in the cause of
God. Paul tells of hisvictory at Jericho;
"By faith the walls of Jericho fell
down, after they were compassed about
seven days" (Hebrews 11:30). The
voice which spoke to Daniel as he was
in atrance said, "...the people that do
know their God shall be strong, and do
exploits' (Dan. 11:32-b). The apostle
Paul wrote to the Philippian brethren,
"...thisonething | do,...I presstoward
the mark for the prize of the high calling
of God in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 3:13, 14).
We also are going into atime where we
have not been before. May we also be
inquirers even if others depart from the
presence of God. May we also be the
kind of witness that Joshua was. May
we also listen to the teachings of God
as Joshua did so we might know the
way. Rationalists will look at the natu-
ral things which they see as obstacles;
but, let us stand by Joshua and say,
"The Lord is with us; fear them not".
Our God is one who calls his servants,
and equips his servants for the journey
into the unknown. May we follow Him
unquestionably over this Jordan and
break down the walls of Jericho. We can
do all things through Christ Jesus our
Lord which strengthens us. Let us believe
God and obey His bidding in al things.

Elder Charles Taylor

...Cease to do evil; learn to do well
(Isaiah 1:16, 17)

Betty, aged six, is something of a
philosopher. The other day, as she
slowly and painstakingly worked at
the strip of hemming which was her
first attempt at needlework, she
thoughtfully remarked: "The best
thing about not putting in crooked
stitches is that you don't have to pick
them out again." The truth seems ob-
vious enough; and yet how long it
takes many of usto learn it, and how
many bitter hours we spend in pick-
ing out life's crooked stitches that we
never should have put in.

Sunday School Times, 1911
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