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The Beginning of the Gospel

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God; {2} Asitis
written in the prophets, Behold, | send
my messenger before thy face, which
shall prepare thy way before thee. {3}
The voice of one crying in the wilder-
ness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight. {4} John did
baptize in the wilderness, and preach
the baptism of repentance for the re-
mission of sins Mark 1:1-4.

The First four books of the New Tes-
tament, commonly referred to as The
Gospels (from god and spell, Anglo-
Saxon for good message or news, which is
atrangdlation of the Greek euaggelion),
give us the record of one central truth
from four different perspectives. The
church had accepted each of the four gos-
pels as a faithful and complementary wit-
ness to Jesus Christ. At an early date the
church realized that the combined witness
of the four gospels was required to declare
the full significance of Christ.

Matthew writes his gospel account to
give usthe view of Jesus as the King.
Mark, shows us that Jesus as the Servant-
Messiah, our Ransom, who was prophe-
sied by Isaiah some 750 years earlier.
Luke, a physician, shows the genuine hu-
manity of Jesus. In John's gospel, Jesusis
firstly presented as the Word, Who is God,
in Whom is life, Who then became flesh
and dwelt (literally tabernacled) among
us.

Because of their different perspectives,
writers begin their accounts of the Gospel
at different points. Matthew and Luke
basically begin their accounts in Bethle-
hem with the birth of Jesus. John, por-
traying Jesus as the eternal God, begins
before the creation of the world.

Mark, however, begins with the an-
nouncement of the coming Messiah by
His forerunner, John the Baptist and with
the beginning of the public ministry of

Jesus. Mark quotes from the Old Testa-
ment, reminding us that the coming of
Christ was according to the plan of God
which was announced centuries before.
“Asitiswritten in the prophets, Behold, |
send my messenger before thy face, which
shall prepare thy way before thee” Mark
1:2. While planned of God before the
world began, the good news was pro-
claimed by the prophets as an longed-for
future event. At the birth of Jesus at Beth-
lehem, the good news came to men. "And
the angel said unto them, Fear not: for,
behold, | bring you good tidings of great
joy, which shall beto all people" (Luke
2:10). (Good tidingsis from the same
Greek word that is often translated gos-
pel.)

There is another beginning of the gospel,
perhaps what Mark had under considera-
tion when he wrote his account, that isthe
coming of the message of Jesus Christ to
the heart of the born-again believer. Men
may hear the words of the gospel with the
natural hearing and may have a mental
assent to the truth of it and still not profit
fromit. Itisonly when the heart is
touched with the joyful sound that the
gospel hasits beginning to that individual.

When the gospel hasits beginning in the
heart of the individual the message of the
Baptist isto be heeded:  ...Prepare ye the
way of the Lord, make his paths
straight" (Mark 1:3).

Prepare, kataskeuazo, was used in the
secular writings with reference to the visit
of aRoman senator to aregion of Egypt.
Directions are given for his welcome;
"take care that at the proper placesthe
guest chambers be got ready. " The verb
means, "to furnish, equip, prepare, make
ready."

Theway is, "atraveled way, aroad." The
ideawould be clearer if onetrandated by
the word "road.”

It is the coming of God the Son, Messiah
of Israel that isreferred to by John the

Baptist, hisforerunner. John only claimed
to be "avoice," not "the voice" (John
1:23); theisnot in the original Greek text.
The One for whom he made ready the
road, was the Son of God, the unique Son,
Himself, Very God.

Thayer says when “prepare,” hetoimazo,
is used as here to prepare the way of the
Lord, itisused as afigure "drawn from the
oriental custom of sending on before kings
on their journeys persons to level the roads
and make them passable,” thus, "to prepare
the minds of men to give the Messiah afit
reception and secure Hisblessings." The
verbisin the plural number, thus addressed
to Israel. The tense in the Greek language
makes it a summary command given with
military snap and curtness, and was a com-
mand to be obeyed at once. That was the
character of the preaching of the Baptist.

The Ancient of Days was to incarnate
Himself in humanity, grow up from alittle
child to manhood, and offer Himself to
Israel asits Messiah, its King. Hisroad
needed to be prepared, that is, the hearts of
His chosen people must be ready. John's
ministry wasto seeto it that Israel was
ready to welcome its Messiah. The word
"Lord" iswithout the article, the emphasis
being upon character or quality. Theroad is
alLord'sroad, of such aquality aswould
belong to Jehovah.

John commanded to make His paths
straight. The verb "make" is present im-
perative, issuing acommand to be obeyed
continuously. It should be a habit with Is-
rael, a constant attitude, not aformal,
abrupt welcome and that is all, but a
welcome that would extend on and on,
an habitual welcome that would be the
natural expression of the heart.

"Straight" is euthus, meaning
"straight, level." Robertson speaks of
the wonderful Persian roads made for
the couriers of the king, and then for
the king himself, and of the Roman
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Empire, knit together by roads, some of
which are in existence today. This word
is not only used of straight and level
roads, but also of aright way of life, as
in 1l Peter 2:15, “Which have forsaken
the right way, and are gone astray, fol-
lowing the way of Balaam the son of
Bosor, who loved the wages of un-
righteousness.” The expression does
not refer to aliteral path or road down
which the Lord would travel, but to the
hearts of the people of Israel, and His
entrance among them.

Just as John the Baptist’s message
was a call to action, the gospel has its
beginning in the heart of those to
whom it comes as a call that demands a
response. The required response was
repentance. John’s message was "
Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven
isat hand" (Matthew 3:2). Jesus Him-
self had the same message: "From that
time Jesus began to preach, and to say,
Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand" (Matthew 4:17).

Repentance is aturning away from sin,
disobedience, or rebellion and aturning
back to God. In amore general sense, re-
pentance means a change of mind or a
feeling of remorse or regret for past con-
duct. True repentance is a “godly sorrow”
for sin, an act of turning around and going
in the opposite direction. This type of re-
pentance leads to a fundamental changein
aperson’s relationship to God.

To the multitudes John declared, “Bring
forth therefore fruits meet for repen-
tance” (Matt. 3:8; Luke 3:8). When Jesus
began His ministry, He took up John’s
preaching of the message of repentance,
expanding the message to include the
good news of salvation: Thetimeisful-
filled, and the kingdom of God is at hand.
Repent and believe in the gospel” (Maitt.
4:17; Mark 1:15).

In Jesus’ preaching of the kingdom of
God is seen the truth that repentance and
faith are two sides of the same coin: by
repentance, one turns away from sin; by
faith, one turnstoward God in the Lord
Jesus Christ. Such atwofold turning, or
conversion, is necessary for entrance into
the kingdom (Matt. 18:3). “I tell you, Nay:
but, except ye repent,” said Jesus, “ye
shall all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3, 5).

After Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection,

His disciples continued His message of
repentance and faith. Repentance is aturn-
ing from wickedness and dead works to-
ward God and His glory, and a knowledge
of the truth.

Just as John’s command to make His
paths straight is a command to be obeyed
immediately and continuously, repentance
is likewise to be continuous. It should be a
habit with spiritual Israel, a constant atti-
tude. Repentance should be natural ex-
pression of the heart. We are far too
prone to view repentance as a once-in-
a-lifetime experience. Many hear the
message of repentance and think it is
meant for the unconverted or to those
who have backslidden into gross sin.
Actually every one of us needs to daily
repent.

True repentance is God centered. It
first of all comes from God. No sinner
of his own accord decides to turn to
God. "As it iswritten, Thereis none
righteous, no, not one: {11} Thereis
none that understandeth, there is none
that seeketh after God. {12} They are
all gone out of the way, they are to-
gether become unprofitable; thereis
none that doeth good, no, not
one" (Romans 3:10-12). In every case,
God touches the sinner before the sin-
ner seeks God. Repentance is aresult
of God’s grace. "Or despisest thou the
riches of his goodness and forbearance
and longsuffering; not knowing that the
goodness of God |eadeth thee to repen-
tance?" (Romans 2:4).

God leads the sinner to repentance by
convicting him of his sins and making
him sorry for them. "Now | rejoice, not
that ye were made sorry, but that ye
sorrowed to repentance; for ye were
made sorry after a godly manner, that
ye might receive damage by us in noth-
ing. {10} For godly sorrow worketh
repentance to salvation not to be re-
pented of: but the sorrow of the world
worketh death" (2 Corinthians 7:9-10).

Secondly, repentanceisto God. The
Lord’s purpose in leading one to repen-
tance is to bring that one into relation-
ship with Himself. Amos’ question,
"Can two walk together, except they be
agreed?" (Amos 3:3), shows the neces-
sity of repentance. The sinner must be
brought to agreement with God. It also
shows God’s purpose in granting repen-

tance, walking together. "God is faith-
ful, by whom ye were called unto the
fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our
Lord" (1 Corinthians 1:9).

Thirdly, fellowship with the Lord isin
and through the gospel. "I thank my
God upon every remembrance of you,
{4} Always in every prayer of mine for
you all making request with joy, {5}
For your fellowship in the gospel from
the first day until now" (Philippians
1:3-5). (Philippians 1:3-5) "That which
we have seen and heard declare we
unto you, that ye also may have fellow-
ship with us: and truly our fellowshipis
with the Father, and with his Son Jesus
Christ" (1 John 1:3). The gospel shows
the standard to be met for fellowship
and the blessings of fellowship.

Finally, there is a human responsibil-
ity in repentance and fellowship. The
message of John the Baptist was, "...
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make
his paths straight" (Mark 1:3). That is
the responsibility of one to whom the
"the beginning of the gospel of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God" (Mark 1:1) has
come.

"John did baptize in the wilderness,
and preach the baptism of repentance
for the remission of sins" (Mark 1:4).
John preached that men were to repent,
"bring forth therefore fruits meet for
repentance" (Matthew 3:8), and be bap-
tized. Baptism isnot only a public pro-
fession of Christ and identifying with
Him, it isalso a commitment to "...
walk in newness of life" (Romans 6:4).
If the gospel has had its beginning in
your heart and you haven't repented and
been baptized, you should do so imme-
diately.

If you have been baptized, you should
remember that commitment to “walk in
newness of life.” Remember that the
command to “prepare ye the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight” isto be a
continuing process and a constant atti-
tude of the heart.

Areyou as close to the Lord as you
want to be? Often our sinful nature
causes us to get comfortable just where
we are. The more important question is
are you as close to the Lord as you
should be?
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Bible Quiz

WHO DECIDES?

Some statements about the Christmas story are told
so frequently that we assume they are correct. An-
swer true or false to each of the following state-
ments. Check the references before you check your
answers.
1. Mary and Joseph traveled by donkey
to Bethlehem, Luke 2:3-5.
2. Jesuswas laid in amanger, Luke 2:7.
____ 3. Thecattle kept Joseph and Mary
company in the stable, Luke 2:7.
_____ 4. The shepherds were told to follow
astar, Luke 2:11-12.
__ 5. Angelstold the shepherds of Jesus'
birth, Luke 2:11.
__ 6. Three Wise Men visited Jesus,
Matthew 2:1.
7. TheWise Men found Jesus in a house,
Matthew 2:11.
____ 8. Theangels sang, "Glory to God in
the Highest," Luke 2:13-14.
_____ 9. The Wise Men were kings who rode on
camels, Matthew 2:1-2.
___10. Herod wanted to find Jesus to worship
him, Matthew 2:8,12.
11 The Wise Men presented gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh, Matthew 2:11.

By Elder Ron Yeakle

This article is written primarily for parents who have small children. It's
intent isto stir up our minds, hearts, and hopefully actions.

There seems to be a growing trend among many today of leaving their home
churches for other opportunities. The ideais that there is more to do because
thereis more that is offered. Many parents seem to say and feel that their chil-
dren's friends go there and that their kids are able to be with those whom they
go to school with. The question that comes to my mind is - Who Decides?

If you were to move into a new neighborhood and knew nothing of the ser-
vices you were going to need - Who Decides? As a parent, you know that
sooner or later you are going to need
adoctor and a dentist. Who Decides on the doctor and dentist? Do we alow
our children to make that decision? What about something less dramatic, when
we get ready to buy groceries Who Decides what we will be having for dinner
each week? If my parents |eft it up to me (when a child) it probably would
have been pizza and hamburgers with fries each night. It may have been what
| wanted, but it certainly was not what | needed.

When it comes to Spiritual matters, isit right to allow our children to decide
where our family is going to worship? Is not this decision as important as any
of the others? | happen to believe it is even more important than the others.

So, Who Does Decide? In the end, you as the parent decide. It may well be
one of the biggest decisions you will ever make for your children. "Lo, chil-
dren are an heritage of the LORD; and the fruit of the womb ishisre-
ward" (Psalm 127:3).

“LIFEINDEED"

ONE has said: "Life is short--only four

WHAT THE CREEK SAID

lettersinit. Three quarters of itisa'lie’
and half of itisan ‘if.” We may add,

by transposing the letters you can make it
intoa"file." The child of God makes
something better of the word life by mak-
ing an acrostic on it in association with
Christ, and says —

L Livingin Christ, | am not condemned-
Rom. 8: 1, 2.

I Instructed by Christ, | am rested-
Matt. 11: 29.

F Following after Christ, | have
fellowship with Him- John 12:24-26.

E Enduring through Christ, | am
victorious-Phil. 4: 13.

Answersto Bible Quiz

The other day, | flew over a swamp. The plane was low enough so that
one could see clearly the water below; it was covered with an ugly green
film. That swamp is a breeding place for mosquitoes and vermin of many
kinds. There was nothing attractive about it, and it certainly was not an
area where one would want to spend much time. That swamp is fed by a
creek that runs up into the mountains. | am quite familiar with that creek
because a number of times | have been up it fishing for rainbow trout. It
is a beautiful creek, clear and sparking and pure. Up in the mountains it
runs in a rather narrow bed, and many times it is compelled to flow over
rocks and rough places. As it flows on down out of hills into the low-
lands, the creek says to itself, "I am tired of this restricted narrow life |
have been forced to live. | want to spread out and take in more territory."
But, in spreading out, it ceases to be the clear, pure creek and becomes a
contaminated swamp.
The Christian faith leads one into life rather than away from life.

From The Charles L. Allen Treasury
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Commitment

The urgency of a study of commit-
ment has become very evident to me.
As | felt an interest in such a study and
realized the great need for it, | began to
search books in my library for informa-
tion on the subject. | searched approxi-
mately twenty books and, with the ex-
ception of the dictionaries, only one or
two books mentioned it. It is needed
and yet so little has been written about
it. May this lesson stimulate our con-
cern for this subject of such great im-
portance.

Commitment isimportant because it is
needed in so many areas of our lives.
Those who hold political or ecclesiasti-
cal offices should carry out their duties
with commitment. If a politician or a
minister does not have a sense of com-
mitment to his position or to those
whom he represents or serves, he is not
likely to benefit anyone. The lack of
commitment in such roles resultsin
poor government and apathetic congre-
gations.

Commitment is also needed with re-
gard to jobs or education. If an em-
ployee does not have a sense of com-
mitment to his job and employer, then
heis not likely to perform the job well.
If a student does not have a commit-
ment to achieving his education, heis
likely to become a dropout or do just
enough studying to remain in school. In
such cases the job may be performed,
but not with excellence, or the degree
may be acquired, but not the education.

The marriage relationship also desper-
ately needs commitment. Many people
merely repeat vows, entering the holy
estate of marriage in order to meet their
personal needs or desires, but having
no feeling of commitment toward the
person to whom they are married.
Without commitment marriages are
often doomed to failure. The commit-
ment of only one of the union is not
always adequate to hold the marriage
together. If either companion is not
committed, the marriage will deterio-
rate until it is dissolved, through no
fault of the one who is committed. In
compatible marriages where couples
live a lifetime together, there is gener-
ally evidence of a very deep sense of
commitment.

Another relationship in which com-
mitment is necessary is the spiritual
relationship which exists among mem-
bers of a church body. Many people are
not aware of the need for commitment
in their church relationships. They
think of themselves only as a group of
people who belong to the same organi-
zation, but church membership is far
more than that.

Many churches stress the importance
of commitment by adopting a formal
statement of objectives which is some-
times referred to as a church covenant.
Those who join a church are in effect
obligating themselves to strive for the
holy objectives of that body of believ-
ers. Often the objectives are not
achieved because there are so few
members who seriously regard their
church covenant. Many members could
not tell you whether or not they have
such a covenant in their church. Some
who are aware of its existence attach
little or no importance to it and feel no
need of commitment to the stated holy
pledge. It seems unlikely that anyone
will keep such solemn promises with-
out substantial commitment. Perhaps
the lack of such commitment accounts
for the apathy and indifference which
afflict so many in modern day Christi-
anity, including some of our own
churches. Let us recommit ourselves to
the church to which we belong. Asa
sense of commitment spreads through-
out the churches, they will then have a
more powerful influence against sinin
the world.

It is evident that we also need a
greater dedication to church covenants
as an expression of our commitment to
Christ our Lord. Thisis commitment at
its highest level. Without sincere loy-
alty to Christ, we probably will accom-
plish little in His church and service,
and our religion will likely become an
empty experience through which we
endeavor to gratify ourselves. Too
many have made a decision to live for
Christ but have no commitment. As
God spoke to their hearts by the Holy
Spirit and Holy Word, they gradually
withered and fell away as did those
who received seed (the Word) in the
stony places (Mt. 13:20-21). Remaining

faithful to the Lord for years beyond
baptism and the fascination of a new
experience requires a deep resolve

to live for Jesus and never to turn
from His ways. Decision may be mo-
mentary, but commitment is more
lasting. Unfortunately many saved
people have never made such a sol-
emn dedication to Christ, yet the need
to do so remains. Anyone truly de-
voted to Christ says, "...Lord, | will
follow thee withersoever thou

goest" (Luke 9:57).

It should now be obvious that com-
mitment is an essential ingredient in
life, in both the spiritual and secular
realms. When thisingredient is left
out life is not as pleasant as it could
be. In baking, if one of the essential
ingredients is omitted, the final prod-
uct will not be right. The sameis true
with regard to the lives of people who
are without commitment.

Commitment involves doing some-
thing, not simply feeling something.
The word commit means to do or per-
form. In the Bible sin is something
people commit or do. Notice 1 Cor.
10:8, "Neither let us commit fornica-
tion, as some of them committed, and
fell in one day three and twenty thou-
sand." The word committed carries
the idea of having entrusted a person
with the care of something of value.
John 5:22 says, "For the Father
judgeth no man, but has committed
all judgment unto the Son..." Simi-
larly, God has given us many abilities
and gifts, which He committed to our
care and use. Finally, the word com-
mitment conveys the idea of engage-
ment or pledge. If we have commit-
ment, we become engaged in the task
and pledge ourselves to perform our
duty. Those ideas may be combined
or condensed to being obligated ei-
ther by an intellectual conviction or
by emotional ties to an idea or per-
son. This study emphasizes that our
greatest need is commitment to Christ
and His ideals.

Jesus gave the commission, but we
are to supply the commitment. We
often refer to Matthew 28:19-20 as
the "Great Commission." Jesus said,

(Continued on page 8)







