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Addition and Subtraction

“For | testify unto every man that
heareth the words of the prophecy of this
book, If any man shall add unto these
things, God shall add unto him the
plagues that are written in this book: And
if any man shall take away from the
words of the book of this prophecy, God
shall take away his part out of the book
of life, and out of the holy city, and from
the things which are written in this
book.” (Revelation 22:18-19)

Commentators disagree sharply about
thewordsin Revelation 22:18,19. Some
reject this passage as an addition by some
unknown scribe and out of harmony with
the rest of the book. Others take them to
be John's personal warning. Still others
hold these verses to be from Jesus him-
self, still bearing solemn witnessto this
book, with warning against willful per-
version of itsteachings. We believe, as
the Apostle Paul, “All scriptureis given
by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness: That the
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto all good works” (2 Timo-
thy 3:16-17).

Itislikely that as early asthe time of
John, books were liable to be corrupted
by additions or omissions, or that at |east
there was felt to be great danger that mis-
takes might be made by the carelessness
of transcribers. Against this danger, John,
inspired by the Holy Spirit, would guard
this book in the most solemn manner.

The word heareth, in “unto every man
that heareth the words of the prophecy of
this book,” seemsto be used in avery
genera sense. In that day most people
would be made acquainted with the con-
tents of the book by hearing it read in the
churches. Later, asthe Bible became
more accessible, many would become
familiar with the book by reading. The
warning of the declaration includes all
methods of becoming acquainted with it.

Thiswarning is directed against perver-
sions of this book, not about the New
Testament or the Bible as awhole, yet
the same principle would apply to the
entirety of scripture.

The whole spirit of the Scriptureis
against adding to or taking from the
Lord'swords. Moses spoke these words
to Israel: “Now therefore hearken, O Is-
rael, unto the statutes and unto the judg-
ments, which | teach you, for to do them,
that ye may live, and go in and possess
the land which the LORD God of your
fathers giveth you. Ye shall not add unto
the word which | command you, neither
shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye
may keep the commandments of the
LORD your God which | command

you” (Deuteronomy 4:1-2). Helater re-
enforced the exhortation: “What thing
soever | command you, observeto do it:
thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish
fromit” (Deuteronomy 12:32). Agur the
son of Jakeh, wrote: “Every word of God
ispure: heisashield unto them that put
their trust in him. Add thou not unto his
words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be
found aliar” (Proverbs 30:5-6).

Just asthe evils set forth in Revelation
are declared in verse 18 to be the portion
of those who add to the book, so
those who take from the book are deprived
of those blessings which have been con-
stantly referred to in the book. Adding to
or taking away from the word of God re-
lates directly to obedience. A principle
that isevident in all of scriptureis plainly
stated in Isaiah 1:19-20, “If ye bewilling
and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the
land: But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall
be devoured with the sword: for the mouth
of the LORD hath spokenit.” That princi-
ple explains why an entire generation of
Israel died in the wilderness; why |srael
was so often delivered into the hand of the
enemy in the book of Judges; why Israel
was carried away captive to Babylon. The
same principle explains the weakness of
the church today; the is a great lack of

willing obedience. We too often add to or
take away from the word of God, and
“obey” according to our own standard.
“But he answered and said, It is written,
Man shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God” Matthew 4:4. As Jesus
resisted the temptation of Satan, He
quoted scripture (Deuteronomy 8:3) to
show us how to find power to resist: by
living by “every word that proceedeth out
of the mouth of God.”

Whether intentional or unintentional,
adding or subtracting from God’sword is
dangerous. Surely God’s judgment is
more severe against those who purposely
corrupt Hisword, but there are conse-
guences for those who inadvertently trans-
gressaso. “And that servant, which knew
hislord'swill, and prepared not himself,
neither did according to hiswill, shall be
beaten with many stripes. But he that
knew not, and did commit things worthy
of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes.
For unto whomsoever much is given, of
him shall be much required: and to whom
men have committed much, of him they
will ask the more” (Luke 12:47-48).

L et us examine an example of one who
added to and subtracted from God’s word,
our mother Eve. Her failureto live by
“every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God,” led to her yielding to
temptation.

The serpent, the instrument or tool of
Satan or the devil, sought to persuade Eve
to eat forbidden fruit; and to do this, he
took the same method that he uses still.
First, he questions what God had said,
Genesis 3:1,2. Heinsinuated adoubt asto
her understanding of the divinewill. He
then denies that there was any danger init,
Genesis 3:4. He suggests much advantage
by eating the forbidden fruit, Genesis 3:5.

When Satan asked the woman, “Y ea,
hath God said, Y e shall not eat of every
tree of the garden?’ (Genesis 3:1), he not
only sought to cause her to doubt her un-
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derstanding of what God had actually said,
but also to question God’s dealings with
the man and woman. Satan implied that
God was withholding good things from
them.

Note Eve’sreply to the serpent’s ques-
tion: “And the woman said unto the ser-
pent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees
of the garden” (Genesis 3:2). In her reply,
she has taken away from the word of God.
“And the LORD God commanded the
man, saying, Of every tree of the garden
thou mayest freely eat” (Genesis 2:16).
Shetook away only two words, every and
freely, but those words are very important
in understanding what God had said. God
gave man access to the fruit of every tree
in the garden, with one exception, tree of
the knowledge of good and evil. “And out
of the ground made the LORD God to
grow every treethat is pleasant to the
sight, and good for food; the tree of life
also in the midst of the garden, and the tree
of knowledge of good and evil” (Genesis
2:9). Adam and Eve could avail them-
selves of every tree that was pleasant to
look upon, and every tree that was good
for food. In addition they could take of the
fruit of “thethetree of lifealso in the
midst of the garden.” Being in “the midst
of the garden,” the tree of life seemed to
be the focus of the garden. It wasasign
and seal of that life which man had re-
ceived from God, and of his continual en-
joyment of it upon condition of his obedi-
ence. Nothing good had been withheld
from man. Even today nothing good is
withheld from God’s obedient children. In
the words of the psalmist, "For the LORD
God isasun and shield: the LORD wiill
give grace and glory: no good thing will he
withhold from them that walk uprightly. O
LORD of hosts, blessed is the man that
trusteth in thee." (Psalms 84:11-12).

Satan still seeks to cause usto think God
is withholding good things from us and to
take of “forbidden fruits.” We must real-
ize that the things that God withholds from
us are the things that are harmful to us.

Eve also omitted the word freely. Her
reply sounded asif God had barely granted
permission, when in fact God granted that
they might freely eat of every tree except
one. Freely speaks of liberty. The fruit of
one tree was forbidden, but no restriction
whatever was place on the other trees so
long as man was obedient to God. There

were no restrictions as to what time they
could eat, how much or how often they
could eat. No one tree was favored over
another. Man could eat according to his
appetite. Satan had, however cast doubt in
Eve’smind. She said “We may eat of the
fruit of the trees of the garden” (Genesis
3:2).

In replying to Satan, Eve also added to
God’sword. "But of the fruit of the tree
which isin the midst of the garden, God
hath said, Y e shall not eat of it, neither
shall yetouch it, lest ye die" (Genesis 3:3).
The words neither shall ye touch it, are not
in God’s command to Adam. "But of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely
die" (Genesis2:17). Itistruethat if she
never touched the fruit she could not eat of
it, but God did not prohibit touching it.
Some of the Jewish writers state that as
soon as the woman had asserted this, the
serpent pushed her against the tree and
said, "See, thou hast touched it, and art
till alive; thou mayest therefore safely eat
of the fruit, for surely thou shalt not die."
While this story most likely comes from
the imagination of man, it doesillustrate
how Satan can use our misunderstanding
against us.

There was another departure from the
word of God in Eve’sreply, “lest ye die.”
God did not say, "lest ye die," but "ye shall
surely die" Some understand, lest, to
mean peradventure or perhapsyedie, asif
she doubted of the truth of the threatening.
Error commencesiin little departures from
truth.

Satan had cast doubt into the mind of the
woman. He had seen how, in her mind,
she had added to and taken away from the
word of God. He then abandoned all sub-
tlety and attacked with an outright lie.
“And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye
shall not surely die” (Genesis 3:4). Hereis
the first lie recorded in scripture. 1t came
from the lips of hewho "... was a murderer
from the beginning, and abode not in the
truth, because there is no truth in him.
When he speaketh alie, he speaketh of his
own: for heisaliar, and the father of
it" (John 8:44). Had heimmediately used
an outright lie, Eve may have recognized it
as such and rejected it. But when he first
caused doubt and then played on Eve’s
weakness, his lie became a potent weapon.

“For God doth know that in the day ye

eat thereof, then your eyes shall be
opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing
good and evil” (Genesis 3:5). Satan hints
that God was afraid that man would grow
too great. He seeksto persuade our first
parents that they would, by eating of this
fruit, become wise and powerful as God,
and be able to exist for ever, independently
of him.

Satan would have Eve (and us) to believe
“Yeshall not surely die.” Satan would
ask, “Would God who isinfinitely kind
and gracious, for such asmall thing asthe
eating of alittle fruit, destroy the most
excellent work of his own hands?’ The
act of eating alittle fruit scemsto usto be
avery small thing, but it is the result of
one very great thing, rebellion against
God. Every disobedience says, like those
in Jesus’ parable, "...Wewill not have this
manto reign over us." (Luke 19:14)

In one sense Eve’s eyes were opened; for
she acquired adireful experience of "good
and evil"--of the happiness of a holy, and
the misery of a sinful, condition. But Satan
carefully concealed this result from Eve,
who, fired with a generous desire for
knowledge, thought only of rising to the
rank and privileges of God. In knowing
God, she, in effect, knew all that was
good. All that was beneficial was already
at her disposal. Satan promised that she
would know “good and evil.” Since she
already knew good, what could Satan offer
her? The answer isonly evil. Things have
not changed. Satan can only offer us evil.
Y et we have inherited much from our
mother Eve. We till today add to and
take away from God’s word and fall prey
to Satan’slies.

Paul said, "Study to show thyself ap-
proved unto God, a workman that needeth
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the
word of truth. But shun profane and vain
babblings: for they will increase unto more
ungodliness. And their word will eat as
doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and
Philetus;" (2 Timothy 2:15-17). By know-
ing and keeping God’s commandments we
are able to enjoy Hisblessings. "Blessed
are they that do his commandments, that
they may have right to the tree of life, and
may enter in through the gatesinto the
city. For without are dogs, and sorcerers,
and whoremongers, and murderers, and
idolaters, and whosoever loveth and
maketh alie." (Revelation 22:14-15)
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Bible Quiz

GOD SENT FORTH HIS SON

Many people cannot imagine meals without bread. Fill in
each blank with the person or persons associated with the
statement about bread.

1. brought bread and wine and blessed Abraham
(Gen. 14:18-19).

2. and her son left with bread and water given to
her by Abraham (Gen. 21:14).

3. could not eat bread with Hebrews (Gen. 43:32).
4, gave the Egyptians bread in exchange for
horses (Gen. 47:17).

5. rained bread from heaven for the Israelites (Ex.
16:4).

6. sent a donkey loaded with bread to Saul (1
Sam. 16:20).

7. ate sacred bread, because no "common" bread
was available (1 Sam. 21:5-6).

8. fed a hundred prophets and hid them in a cave
(1 Kings 18:4).

9. shared bread from a man of Baal-shalisha with

the people (2 Kings 4:38-42).

10. did not eat the king's bread for twelve years
(Neh. 5:14).
11. forgot to take bread into the ship, and Jesus

used the occasion to teach them (Mark 8:14-15).
12. "came neither eating nor drinking
wine" (Luke 7:33).
Answers on page 4.

WHALESJUMPING THE ROPE

At the trainer's signal a 16-foot whale, weighing 34,000
pounds, leaped straight out of the water until his tail was a
foot above the surface; he opened his mouth to receive the
handful of fish and fell back into the pool with a splash. A
second whale took one end of arope from another trainer
and carried it 100 feet down the pool to the first trainer.
When the two trainers pulled the rope so that it was six feet
above the surface, the second whale broke the water and
jumped the rope. For an hour, whales, porpoises, sealions
and seals went through their paces at Marineland, near Pa-
cific Palisades.

Here before our eyes was a striking illustration of James
3:7: "For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of ser-
pents, and of thingsin the sea, is tamed, and bath been
tamed of mankind." When | saw this truth, | was forced to
admit the truth of the next line: "But the tongue can no
man tame. . . ." | asked the Lord to keep mine cleansed that
it might praise the Lord in holiness.

Donald Grey Barnhouse
in Let Me llustrate

WHEN "The Lord looked down from heaven upon the chil-
dren of men, to seeif there were any that did understand, and
seek God," and said, "They are all gone aside, they are alto-
gether become filthy; there is none that doeth good, no, not
one," he did not shut them up in the horrible pit, to perish
without mercy; but to his Anointed he said: "I the LORD
have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand,
and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the peo-
ple, for alight of the Gentiles; to open the blind eyes, to
bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in
darkness out of the prison-house." Isaiah 42: 6, 7. So the
Lord islongsuffering, merciful and gracious unto the chil-
dren of men, as said Elihu: "Then he is gracious unto him,
and saith, Deliver him from going down to the pit; | have
found a ransom."Job 33: 24. 'Rejoice greatly, O daughter of
Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem; behold, thy King
cometh unto thee; he isjust, and having salvation; lowly, and
riding upon an ass. * * * And he shall speak peace unto the
heathen; and his dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and
from the river even to the ends of the earth, Asfor thee also,
by the blood of thy covenant 1 have sent forth thy prisoners
out of the pit wherein is no water. Turn you to the strong
hold, ye prisoners of hope; even to-day do | declare that |
will render double unto thee. * * * And the Lord their God
shall save them in that day as the flock of his people; and
they shall be as the stones of a crown, lifted up as an ensign
upon his hand." Zechariah 9. O how rich in mercy is our
God! for heisthe God of salvation.

Elder David Bartley in The Glorious Priesthood of the
Exalted and Holy Son of God the Only Lord Jesus Christ
(1900)

Good Works

Something as little as bending over can be a good work, if
you do it with faith and love. Anyway, a cup of cold water
all by itself isreally worth more, especially to God, than all
the world's temporary glory.
When holiness looks lovely and beautiful to the soul, and
when the name of Christ is more precious than life, then the
soul will sit down and be discouraged, because humanity is
incapable of keeping God's law. A hate these traitors be-
cause they care nothing for your word" (Psalm 119:158).
The heart that is most full of good works hasin it the least
room for Satan's temptations.
Souls that have been touched by God will work hard to
draw not only their families, but their whole city after
Christ (John 4:28-29).

John Bunyan
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TOTAL DEPRAVITY

All the human family by nature are
"children of wrath" (Eph. ii. 3), and
deeply mired down in "an horrible
pit" (Ps. xI. 2) of sin. Such is the posi-
tive corruption, vanity and pride of
their hearts (where Satan's seat is),
and their natural enmity against God
(Rom. viii. 7), that | think the words
"Total Depravity,” as defined in the
light of the Scriptures, truly describe
their awful condition. The following
are only afew references : Gen. vi. 5;
viii. 21; Job. xi. 12; xv. 16; Ps. xiv. 3;
Xxxix.5; Ixii, 9; Ecc. vii. 20; ix, 3; Is.
i.5,6; Jer. xvii. 9; Mark vii. 21; Rorn.
iii. 10-18; viii. 7. The awful deceitful-
ness and blinding nature of this heart
corruption is so very great, notwith-
standing the above positive testi-
mony, that none of Adam's sinful race
before regeneration ever believe their
condition is so bad; so this doctrine
of depravity isquite often very
strongly denied and opposed as may
be expected. But if the gracious Lord
be pleased to open their eyes to see
this plague and corruption within
their hearts, then they can easily be-
lieve that what the Bible says about
this sinfulness and depravity isreally
true, and then can most fully agree,
"That if my soul be sent to hell
His righteous law approves it well."

So what right have those who have
never seen, felt nor realized this aw-
ful heart corruption, to say that those
who have are either dishonest or de-
ceived? A true follower of Jesus
Christ ought to believe all of His
teachings. John xii. 25; Luke xiv. 26.

This corruption and sinfulness of
heart (Mark vii. 21) isthe fruitful
source of all inward and outward sin.
Evil practices are the natural fruits of
an evil heart. And, sad to say, so very
many cultivate this sinfulness by
shameful practices instead of trying
to curb and restrain their sinful incli-
nations by earnestly trying to lead
upright, moral lives, as all should do.
No man has the least right to claim
that his condition in nature is
one whit better than the Bible says.
The blindness of this heart corruption
must be very great that it would lead
men to believe they would be doing

"God service" by killing the apostles.
John xvi. 2. The whole human family
inherit this heart depravity by being
descendants of Adam after his fall for
they all sinned in him and fell with
him.

Not only the loathsome disease of
leprosy, which was so highly typical
of sin, and so plainly marked God's
displeasure against it, but all manner
of sickness, with their accompanying
sufferings and death, are the certain
results of sin. So the whole of human
nature (soul and body) by reason of
sin, is leprous before the God of all
holiness and purity. The very great
wickedness of this world surely fur-
nishes positive evidence of this awful
corruption. The very first man born
into this world was a murderer. The
slaves of sin do wickedly. In nature's
night all are so insensible of their
awful condition in this pit of sin and
depravity, and so puffed up with their
pride and vanity (fruits of this corrup-
tion), that it comes quite natural to
deny their true condition. And many
make labored apologies and excuses
for their guiltiness. All thisis very
wrong, for none can in the least de-
gree whatever justify themselves be-
fore God. If they were excusablein
any degree, to that same extent they
would not be guilty.

If this doctrine of depravity be true,
then the doctrine of election by grace
must necessarily be true also if there
be any saved in heaven. And very
much of the opposition intended
against election isreally thrown
against this doctrine of the sinful de-
pravity and corruption of our fallen
nature. | feel quite safe in saying that
this doctrine receives far more abuse
from many preachers today than the
infidel writings of Voltaire, Paine and
Ingersol.

UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION

Answers to Bible Quiz

1-Melchizedek, 2-Hagar. 3-The Egyp-
tians, 4-Joseph, 5-God, 6-Jesse, 7-
David, 8-Obadiah, 9-Elisha, 10-
Nehemiah, 11-The disciples, 12-John
the Baptist

Election by grace unto eternal life
and salvation is that free, unmerited,
and sovereign act of Almighty God in
choosing in Christ Jesus before the
world began all the blessed subjects
of His wonderful love and mercy. If
all men be such guilty sinners as the
Bible teaches, his election must nec-
essarily be unconditional; for this
“election of grace” cannot be condi-
tional unless founded upon some
foreseen merits or acts. But such mer-
its and acts are not the cause of salva-
tion. 2 Tim. i. 9. God's 'great love" is
the first moving cause of salvation,
and the great redemption price paid
by Jesus Christ is the sole procuring
cause. The true belief of election is
well calculated to humble man, for it
positively destroys all grounds for
boasting. | Cor. iv. 7. And its belief
will cause him to look up from him-
self to that glorious and blessed Re-
deemer. But the proud heart of man
never receives this doctrine in the
love of it without first the humbling
and humiliating teachings of the Holy
Spirit.

That the Bible teaches election,
none who fear God should dare deny,
though | fully agree that it is quite
debasing and humiliating to man's
pride. But | feel earnestly concerned
as to what the Bible teaches, and care
but little for the opinions of man. |
only give afew references: John vii.
2 ; Luke x. 20; Acts xiii. 48; Rom.
viii. 29, 30; xi, 7 ; Eph.i. 4-11 ; |
Thess. v.9; 2Tim.i.9; Tit,i. 2,

| confidently affirm that electionis a
positive Bible truth, and if we would
begin at the beginning of salvation
we must certainly begin where the
beginning is first to be found—in the
sovereign mind and "eternal pur-
pose" (Eph. iii. 11) of the Almighty
God. And if election he denied in the
face of the above Scriptures, all that |
could say and do would not convince.
But the soul that is pained under a
sense of sin-burning guilt, by the
sting of condemnation, does not feel,
or dare, to question or rail against the
sovereign appointments and discrimi-
nations of the Great Jehovah. To all

(Continued on page 7)
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Devotions:

Psalms In Reflection

From the book of the same title by Elder Len Dalton

Hymns and Hymn Writers

‘O Saviour, Precious Saviour,"

THE SIXTY-SECOND PSALM

<<To the chief Musician, to Jeduthun, A Psalm of David.>>
Truly my soul waiteth upon God: from him cometh my sal-
vation. He only is my rock and my salvation; he is my de-
fence; | shall not be greatly moved. How long will ye imag-
ine mischief against a man? ye shall be slain all of you: asa
bowing wall shall ye be, and as a tottering fence. They only
consult to cast him down from his excellency: they delight
in lies: they bless with their mouth, but they curse inwardly.
Selah. My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expecta-
tion isfrom him. He only is my rock and my salvation: he
is my defence; | shall not be moved. In God is my salvation
and my glory: the rock of my strength, and my refuge, isin
God. Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour out your
heart before him: God is arefuge for us. Selah. Surely men
of low degree are vanity, and men of high degree are alie:
to be laid in the balance, they are altogether lighter than
vanity. Trust not in oppression, and become not vain in rob-
bery: if riches increase, set not your heart upon them. God
hath spoken once; twice have | heard this; that power be-
longeth unto God. Also unto thee, O Lord, belongeth
mercy: for thou renderest to every man according to his
work. (Psalms 62:1-12)

A title that is often suggested for this psalmis, "God the
Only Hope of Man." Please take time to think this over, and
remember that all elseis but sinking sand. In this psalm the
principle of the last is yet more emphatically expressed. It
opens with the declaration, "truly my soul waiteth upon
God," and then proceeds in three stanzas to set forth this
fact.

The first opens with the words we have already quoted,
and is an affirmation of confidence, made in the presence of
enemies. As a matter of fact, what he said was addressed to
his enemies, declaring the relation of the defense which
God bears to hire and appealing to them against their en-
mity. He then uses these words, "I shall not be greatly
moved.” In the second stanza he addresses his own soul
first and then appeals to the people, most probably those
over whom he rules. To himself he repeats what he had said
to his enemies, as to the relation of God to him; and this
time, with his eye fixed upon God, he reaches a higher level
of confidence and says, "l shall not be moved." Please com-
pare the two paragraphs above, especialy the closing
words, and see how faith is growing stronger.

Finally, he puts the false helps upon which men depend
with the only Help of man, Who is God Himself. The false
helps are "men of low degree," "men of high degree.”
"oppression," "robbery," "riches." And the weakness and
uselessness of all are declared.

"When darkness veils His lovely face,
I rest on His unchanging grace;
In every high and stormy gale,
My anchor holds within the vail."

THE beauty of a consecrated Christian life has probably never
been more perfectly revealed than in the life of Frances Ridley
Havergal. To read the story of her lifeis not only an inspiration, but
it discloses at once the secret of her beautiful hymns. She lived her
hymns before she wrote them.

She was born at Astley, Worcestershire, December 14, 1836. She
was a brilliant pianist and passionately fond of singing. However,
because she looked upon her talent as a gift from God to be used
only in His service, she would sing nothing but sacred songs. She
had a deep religious experience at the age of fourteen. Of this she
afterwards wrote: "l committed my soul to the Saviour, and earth
and heaven seemed brighter from that moment."

At the age of eighteen she was confirmed. Four years later, while
pursuing studies in Dusseldorf, Germany, Miss Havergal chanced to
see Sternberg's celebrated painting, Ecce Homo, with the inscription
beneath it:

This | have done for thee; What hast thou done for me?

Miss Havergal was deeply moved, and seizing a piece of scrap
paper, she quickly wrote her famous hymn, "l gave My life for
thee." A revised version reads:

Thy life was given for me,
Thy Blood, O Lord, was shed, That | might ransomed be,
And quickened from the dead. Thy life was given for me,
What have | given for Thee?
She is often referred to as "the consecration poet.” Thisis an
allusion to her consecration hymn, written in 1874:
Takemy life, and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my days;
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

The circumstances that led to the writing of this hymn are inter-
esting. Miss Havergal was spending a few days in a home where
there were ten persons, some of them unconverted, while the oth-
ers were rather half-hearted Christians who seemed to derive no
joy from their religion. A great desire came upon her that she
might be instrumental in bringing them all to aliving faith in
Christ. Her prayer was strangely answered, and on the last night
of her stay her heart was so filled with gratitude she could not
sleep. Instead, she spent the night writing the consecration hymn.

Miss Havergal was only forty-two at the time of her death, on
June 3, 1879. When her attending physician told her that her
condition was serious, she replied, "If | am really going, it istoo
good to be truel™ At the bottom of her bed she had her favorite
text placed where she could see it: "The blood of Jesus Christ His
Son cleanseth us from all sin." She also asked that these words be
inscribed upon her coffin and on her tombstone. She died while
singing:

Jesus, | will trust Thee, Trust Thee with my soul;
Guilty, lost, and helpless, Thou hast made me whole:
Thereis nonein heaven Or on earth like Thee;
Thou hast died for sinners, Therefore, Lord, for me!

Some of the more popular hymns by Miss Havergal, aside from
those already mentioned, are: "O Saviour, precious Saviour," "I
am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus," "Golden harps are sounding,"
"Jesus, Master, whose | am," "Lord, speak to me that | may
speak," and "Singing for Jesus, our Saviour and King."

Current and past issues of the Shield of Faith can be found

online at www shieldoffaith.us
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Living Or Dying, All Is Well

At the close of the singing of this
hymn he [Elder Wilson Thompson-ed.]
again sank into a deep slumber and
rested well during the remaining part of
the night. The next morning he ap-
peared better, but it was only transient,
and in the afternoon he grew worse
again. In all his sufferings he exhibited
great patience and resignation, and
whenever he spoke it was in a cheerful
manner. The next morning his two
daughters and son-in-law arrived, and
when he was told they had come he
looked up with a smile and received
them affectionately.

The following is from the pen of his
daughter, Mrs. Minerva J. Claypool:
"Dear reader, when the messenger ar-
rived with the sad intelligence of my
father'sillness, and the almost certainty
of approaching dissolution, it found me
watching at the side of my sick hus-
band, who was so prostrated and feeble
that | entertained but little hope of his
recovery, and who survived my la-
mented father but two short weeks. My
spirit passed through an ordeal, a strug-
gle, between love and duty, the anguish
of which my pen can never describe.
That my venerable and much-loved
father, who had cared for me from my
earliest childhood, must pass away,
when afew hours' journey would take
me to his presence, the thought was too
grievous to be borne; and yet how
could | leave the frail and emaciated
form of my husband, whose lamp of
life was about to expire, and who
looked on me as the sole administrator
to his wants? O what a conflict it was
to act wisely and justly.

"After calling on my heavenly Father
for wisdom and guidance, | appealed to
my husband, who not only cheerfully
assented, but urged that | should go and
receive the dying blessing of my father.
| procured the attendance of a good
nurse, who, with the physician, prom-
ised the most faithful care and attention
to my husband while | was absent. |
consented to go, assuring them that |
would return on the next train, thus
leaving me but three short hours at my
father's bedside.

"When | arrived, in company with my
sister and brother-in-law, he lay in a

profound sleep, and although life was
despaired of, his countenance bore no
marks of sickness or pain. A placid
smile rested upon his features. On be-
ing aroused and told that we had come,
he smiled and said he was glad to see
us. But the joy that beamed from his
eyes as he clasped our hands in his,
gave evidence of the true love and pa-
rental affection that lay welled up in his
great and noble heart. After relinquish-
ing his hold upon our hands, he called
my mother to his bedside, and clasping
her aged form to his bosom, be called
her by name (Polly, as was his want in
health), and said to her: 'Let us show
our children how we love each other,'
at the same time imprinting a kiss upon
her cheek, while a smile of unutterable
kindness overspread his aged face.

"But such was the potency of hisdis-
ease that sleep, deep sleep, would over-
come his faculties in the midst of con-
versation, and relaxing his embrace, he
sank back upon his pillow in profound
sleep. It must be that the sunset of life
gives us a keener, quicker sense, else
why do we love the more fondly as the
curtain of eternity begins to descend
upon us. Surely there must be a deeper
undeveloped sense, lying beneath the
surface of general feeling, which the
tightening of life's cords draws out in
all its beauty. Ashisphysical strength
grew feebler, and his voice became
fainter, the glorious spiritual pre-
dominated, until mortality was swal-
lowed up in immortality.

"My allotted time now having ex-
pired, | approached his bed to take my
last farewell. | said: 'Father, | am
forced to tear myself from you.'

"Hisreply was:

'Our several engagements do call us

away,
Separation is needful and we must
obey.'

"I remarked: 'Father, | fear | shall
never see you in thisworld again.'

"Hereplied: 'Well, it isall right; | am
in the hands of a good and just God, in
Whom | have perfect faith. Nothing but
a demonstration of His wonderful
power can save my life.

"His physician, who was standing by
his side, said: 'Father Thompson, your
faith does not forsake you in the trying

hour.'

""O, no,' said he, 'My God knows no
change. My faith isin Him, and living
or dying, al iswell.'

"As | pressed his trembling hand in
mine, and for the last time gazed upon
his placid face, silently I murmured: 'O,
my soul, pass under the rod, for the cup
thy heavenly Father has given thee to
drink must be drained, even to the
dregs;' and with streaming eyes and
bursting heart | turned from the couch
of that dying apostle, my venerable
father."

His physical strength continued
gradually to decrease until his decease,
which took place on the evening of the
first day of May, 1866. The writer, with
many friends, was standing by the bed-
side when the immortal spirit |eft the
tenement of clay and "ascended to the
God who gaveit." As| looked upon the
face of that clay, calm and tranquil in
death, with not one muscle distorted
(for without a struggle he had fallen
asleep in Jesus), but placid and serene,
| felt that the truth of the apostle's lan-
guage was fulfilled in the Christian
warrior now gone to his reward: "l have
fought a good fight; | have finished my
course; | have kept the faith; henceforth
thereislaid up for me a crown of right-
eousness, which the Lord, the righteous
judge, will give me at that day."

Oh, transfiguring power of faith! Thou
hast a wand more potent than that of
fancy, and avision brighter than the
dreams of enchantment. It was thy
sweet visions and hallowed light that
lifted the spirit of my sainted father
above the gloom and terror of the
grave, and stamped upon his clay the
impress of the light of heaven, leaving
the features beautiful in death. Thy
grace, O Lord, was the sovereign boon
of my father'slife, and | thank thee-O,
how much my poor heart can never
tell!-that in death it lifted the veil of
mortality and unfolded in ravishing
beauty to his glorified spirit the light
and bliss of heaven. O, how blessed it
isto die as the saint dies, breathing out
his life sweetly on the breast of Jesus
Christ!

From The Autobiography Of Elder
Wilson Thompson
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Thus saith the L ord

To the Particular Baptist Churches of
the " Old School” in the United
States.

BRETHREN:-It constitutes a new erain
the history of the Baptists, when those
who would follow the Lord fully, and
who therefore manifest a solicitude to be,
in al things pertaining to religion, con-
formed to the Pattern showed in the
mount, are by Baptists charged with anti-
nomianism, inertness, stupidity &c., for
refusing to go beyond the word of God;
but such is the case with us.

Brethren, we would not shun reproach,
nor seek an exemption from persecution;
but we would affectionately entreat those
Baptists who revile us themselves, or who
side with such as do, to pause and con-
sider how far they have departed from the
ancient principles of the Baptists, and how
that in reproaching us they stigmatize the
memory of those whom they have been
used to honor as eminent and useful ser-
vants of Christ, and of those who have
borne the brunt of the persecutions
leveled against the Baptists in former
ages. For itisawell-known fact that it
was in ages past a uniform and distin-
guishing trait in the character of the
Baptists, that they required a"Thus
saith the Lord," that is, direct author-
ity from the word of God for the order
and practices, as well as the doctrine,
they received in religion.

It is true that many things to which
we abject as departures from the order
established by the great Head of the
church, through the ministry of his
apostles, are by others considered to be
connected with the very essence of re-
ligion, and absolutely necessary to the
prosperity of Christ's kingdom. They
attach great value to them, because hu-
man wisdom suggests their importance.
We allow the head of the church alone
to judge for us; we therefore esteem
those things m he of no use to the cause
of Christ, which he has not himself
instituted.

From Minutes of the Proceedings and
Resolutions Drafted by the Particular
Baptists Convened at Black Rock,
Maryland, 1832

Holy Spirit Religion

All who would serve God aright, serve
Him consistently and constantly, and
honor Him daily, must seek and await the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Until God
moves and directs by His Spirit, let us
stand still. But when God speaks, let us
hear and obey. The Lord said unto
Abram: "Get thee out of thy country, and
from thy kindred, and from thy father's
house, unto aland that | will shew thee,"
... So Abram departed as the Lord had
spoken unto him." That was Holy Spirit
religion. God said to Moses. "Come now
therefore, and | will send thee unto Phar-
aoh, that thou mayest bring forth my peo-
ple, the children of Israel out of Egypt."

M oses made excuses and God wrought
miracles. Then Moses said unto his father-
in-law Jethro: "Let me go, | pray thee, and
return unto my brethren which arein
Egypt." That was "Holy Spirit religion”
with some hesitation, which all of us can
easily understand. God spoke by Samuel
to Saul and said: "Go and smite Amelek,
and utterly destroy al that they have, and
spare them not." Saul went and smote and
spared as he pleased. Then God said:
"Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,
and to hearken than the fat of rams. For
rebellionis as the sin of witchcraft, and
stubbornessis asiniquity and idolatry.
Because thou hast rejected the word of the
Lord, He hath al so rejected thee from be-
ing King." That was not "Holy Spirit re-
ligion." And many of us can also under-
stand that. God said to Philip the evangel-
ist: "Arise and go toward the south unto
the way that goeth down from Jerusalem
unto Gaza, which is desert." That is, no-
body lives down there. And "he arose and
went." That was "Holy Spirit religion”,
and may we all be ready to do likewise.
God said to Saul of Tarsus: "And now
why tarriest thou? arise and be baptized,
and wash away thy sins." And he arose
and was baptized. That was "Holy Spirit
religion," We might multiply examples
from the Scriptures at greater length, but
let these suffice.

Elder J. Walter Hendricks in The Autobi-

ography of Elder J. Walter Hendricks
(1960)

Luke 11:13 If yethen, being evil, know
how to give good gifts unto your children:
how much more shall your heavenly Fa-
ther give the Holy Spirit to them that ask
him?

TOTAL DEPRAVITY

(Continued from page 4)

such | would tenderly say that election
will never wound or bruise you, but
instead will give you that assurance for
your spiritual comfort and consolation
which the inviolable oath of the Al-
mighty affords.

While but comparatively few of our
gracious Lord's dear people are con-
nected with our denomination, yet eve-
ryone born of the blessed Spiritisa
child of God, and | believe that many
of them would be Primitive Baptists if
they only rightly understood them-
selves and the teachings of the Bible.
Also, while | expect the world to con-
tinue to oppose this doctrine, yet | feel
positively sure that just as certain as
the blessed Lord sits upon His great
and wonderful throne of power, and as
long as this world stands, He will con-
tinue to raise up witnesses in defense
of this glorious truth.

(I feel sure that the "Two-seed doc-
trine" is positively opposed to the Bible
doctrine of election by grace, for it
finds the reason for God's choice in the
merits of that imaginary "seed," and
this would be as certainly contrary to
free and sovereign grace as the
Arminian doctrine of election, which is
founded upon the foreknowledge of the
merits of man's obedience here in time.
The plain truth is, that before time
God's people have no existence, only in
His foreknowledge and purposes; and
this surely is all the existence they then
need for Him to choose them. Their
actual existence only dates from their
birth into thisworld. | do most posi-
tively believe that this gracious choice
in election cannot be explained, further
than to say, It seemed good in the Fa-
ther's sight to elect wholly- according
to His own sovereign good will, love
and purpose.)

Elder W. S. Craig (1867-1961) in
Short Articles on Primitive Baptist
Faith and Practice

Psalms 53:2-3 God looked down from
heaven upon the children of men, to
see if there were any that did under-
stand, that did seek God. Every one of
them is gone back: they are altogether
become filthy; there is none that doeth
good, no, not one.
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And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works, Hebrews 10:24

Repentance to Salvation

IAll men everywhere are commanded to repent: "And the
times of this ignorance God winked at; but now com-
mandeth all men every where to repent:" (Acts 17:30). Al-
though only "...godly sorrow worketh repentance to salva-
(2 Cor. 7:10), all men are
under obligation to keep the commandments of their Crea-
tor, Who made them through their father, Adam, even
though they may be destitute of spiritual life. The lack of
this spiritual life in no way lessens the responsibility to
keep the moral laws of God. The fact that the wicked have
no ability to keep the moral laws does not in any sense
relieve them of the obligation to keep them; neither does
the fact that they are not led to repentance set them free
from the requirement to repent. God is in no way responsi-
ble for the predicament of man; man fell into sin and away
from his Creator of his own free will and isin no way able
to recover himself; yet the requirement is unchanged.
\When the great white throne judgment finally comes, eve-
ryone who is cast into woe will go there because of his
own sins and will be like Esau who found no place for
repentance though he sought it carefully with tears (see
Heb. 12:17). Esau sold his birthright for a "morsel of
meat" because he was of the nature of his "grandpa,”
IAdam, who sold his eternal existence on earth for a morsel
of fruit and carried all of his posterity down with him, but
God, "Who isrich in mercy," giveslifeto all that He
loved and offers discipleship to those of them who are
mature and rational enough to understand, and equips

them for repentance, but is not going to repent for them.
Those to whom He does not grant repentance in this world
will have no desire for it until they face the Judge before
the great white throne; then there will be no place for it.
One of our ministers has said that there are two kinds of
sorrow. One is because of inward condemnation; the other
kind is because they "got caught.” This is exactly what
takes place in the ones who are children of God and the
ones who are not His children, the wicked. We are told:
"Blessed are they that do his commandments, that
they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in
through the gates into the city. For without are dogs, and
sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idola-
ters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie" (Rev. 22:14).
No person can ever expect to enter into the city (the
church in its organized aspect) unless he is willing to
repent. The blessings that it offers-the right to the tree
of life, the right to the water of life, the right to the fel-
lowship of the saints, and all the blessings of a home
away from home-are available to those who are willing
to pay the price. On the other hand, all the evils of the
world are all around God's children who are not willing
to pay the price of discipleship and repent of their sins.
The dogs are loose in every place on this globe, and
John was not writing about the canine population; he
had in mind ungodly men, conniving men who will de-
vour God's children if it is possible for them to do so.
E. D. McCutcheon in From Sonship to Discipleship
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