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For I testify unto every man that 
heareth the words of the prophecy of this 
book, If any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him the 
plagues that are written in this book: And 
if any man shall take away from the 
words of the book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out of the book 
of life, and out of the holy city, and from 
the things which are written in this 
book. (Revelation 22:18-19) 
    

  Commentators disagree sharply about 
the words in  Revelation 22:18,19. Some 
reject this passage as an addition by some 
unknown scribe and out of harmony with 
the rest of the book. Others take them to 
be John's personal warning. Still others  
hold these verses to be from Jesus him-
self, still bearing solemn witness to this 
book, with warning against willful per-
version of its teachings.  We believe, as 
the Apostle Paul, All scripture is given 
by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness:  That the 
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works (2 Timo-
thy 3:16-17).   
  It is likely that as early as the time of 
John, books were liable to be corrupted 
by additions or omissions, or that at least 
there was felt to be great danger that mis-
takes might be made by the carelessness 
of transcribers. Against this danger, John, 
inspired by the Holy Spirit, would guard 
this book in the most solemn manner.  
  The word heareth, in unto every man 
that heareth the words of the prophecy of 
this book,  seems to be used in a very 
general sense. In that day most people 
would be made acquainted with the con-
tents of the book by hearing it read in the 
churches.  Later, as the Bible became 
more accessible, many would become 
familiar with the book by reading.  The 
warning of the declaration includes all 
methods of becoming acquainted with it.  

  This warning is directed against perver-
sions of this book, not about the New 
Testament or the Bible as a whole, yet 
the same principle would apply to the 
entirety of scripture. 
The whole spirit of the Scripture is 
against adding to or taking from the 
Lord's words.  Moses spoke these words 
to Israel: Now therefore hearken, O Is-
rael, unto the statutes and unto the judg-
ments, which I teach you, for to do them, 
that ye may live, and go in and possess 
the land which the LORD God of your 
fathers giveth you. Ye shall not add unto 
the word which I command you, neither 
shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye 
may keep the commandments of the 
LORD your God which I command 
you (Deuteronomy 4:1-2).  He later re-
enforced the exhortation: What thing 
soever I command you, observe to do it: 
thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish 
from it (Deuteronomy 12:32).  Agur the 
son of Jakeh, wrote: Every word of God 
is pure: he is a shield unto them that put 
their trust in him. Add thou not unto his 
words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be 
found a liar (Proverbs 30:5-6).  
  Just as the evils set forth in Revelation 
are declared in verse 18 to be the portion 
of those who add to the book, so 
those who take from the book are deprived 
of those blessings which have been con-
stantly referred to in the book.  Adding to 
or taking away from the word of God re-
lates directly to obedience.  A principle 
that is evident in all of scripture is plainly 
stated in Isaiah 1:19-20,  If ye be willing 
and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the 
land: But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall 
be devoured with the sword: for the mouth 
of the LORD hath spoken it.  That princi-
ple explains why an entire generation of 
Israel died in the wilderness; why Israel 
was so often delivered into the hand of the 
enemy in the book of Judges; why Israel 
was carried away captive to Babylon.  The 
same principle explains the weakness of 
the church today; the is a great lack of 

willing obedience.  We too often add to or 
take away from the word of God, and 
obey according to our own standard. 
But he answered and said, It is written, 

Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God  Matthew 4:4.  As Jesus 
resisted the temptation of Satan, He 
quoted scripture (Deuteronomy 8:3) to 
show us how to find power to resist: by 
living by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God.

 

  Whether intentional or unintentional, 
adding or subtracting from God s word is 
dangerous.  Surely God s judgment is 
more severe against those who purposely 
corrupt His word, but there are conse-
quences for those who inadvertently trans-
gress also.  And that servant, which knew 
his lord's will, and prepared not himself, 
neither did according to his will, shall be 
beaten with many stripes.  But he that 
knew not, and did commit things worthy 
of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. 
For unto whomsoever much is given, of 
him shall be much required: and to whom 
men have committed much, of him they 
will ask the more (Luke 12:47-48). 
  Let us examine an example of one who 
added to and subtracted from God s word, 
our mother Eve.  Her failure to live by 
every word that proceedeth out of the 

mouth of God, led to her yielding to 
temptation.   
  The serpent, the instrument or tool of 
Satan or the devil, sought to persuade Eve 
to eat forbidden fruit; and to do this, he 
took the same method that he uses still.  
First, he questions what God had said, 
Genesis 3:1,2.  He insinuated a doubt as to 
her understanding of the divine will.  He 
then denies that there was any danger in it, 
Genesis 3:4.  He suggests much advantage 
by eating the forbidden fruit, Genesis 3:5.   
When Satan asked the woman, Yea, 

hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every 
tree of the garden? (Genesis 3:1), he not 
only sought to cause her to doubt her un-
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derstanding of what God had actually said, 
but also to question God s dealings with 
the man and woman.  Satan implied that 
God was withholding good things from 
them.   

Note Eve s reply to the serpent s ques-
tion: And the woman said unto the ser-
pent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees 
of the garden (Genesis 3:2).  In her reply, 
she has taken away from the word of God.   
And the LORD God commanded the 

man, saying, Of every tree of the garden 
thou mayest freely eat (Genesis 2:16).  
She took away only two words,   every and 
freely, but those words  are very important 
in understanding what God had said.  God 
gave man access to the fruit of every tree 
in the garden, with one exception, tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil.  And out 
of the ground made the LORD God to 
grow every tree that is pleasant to the 
sight, and good for food; the tree of life 
also in the midst of the garden, and the tree 
of knowledge of good and evil (Genesis 
2:9).  Adam and Eve could avail them-
selves of every tree that was pleasant to 
look upon, and every tree that was good 
for food.  In addition they could take of the 
fruit of the the tree of life also in the 
midst of the garden.  Being in the midst 
of the garden, the tree of life seemed to 
be the focus of the garden. It was a sign 
and seal of that life which man had re-
ceived from God, and of his continual en-
joyment of it upon condition of his obedi-
ence.  Nothing good had been withheld 
from man.  Even today nothing good is 
withheld from God s obedient children. In 
the words of the psalmist, "For the LORD 
God is a sun and shield: the LORD will 
give grace and glory: no good thing will he 
withhold from them that walk uprightly. O 
LORD of hosts, blessed is the man that 
trusteth in thee." (Psalms 84:11-12).   
  Satan still seeks to cause us to think God 
is withholding good things from us and to 
take of forbidden fruits.  We must real-
ize that the things that God withholds from 
us are the things that are harmful to us. 
  Eve also omitted the word freely.  Her 
reply sounded as if God had barely granted 
permission, when in fact God granted that 
they might freely eat of every tree except 
one.  Freely speaks of liberty.  The fruit of 
one tree was forbidden, but no restriction 
whatever was place on the other trees so 
long as man was obedient to God.  There 

were no restrictions as to what time they 
could eat, how much or how often they 
could eat.  No one tree was favored over 
another.  Man could eat according to his 
appetite. Satan had, however cast doubt in 
Eve s mind.  She said We may eat of the 
fruit of the trees of the garden (Genesis 
3:2).   
  In replying to Satan, Eve also added to 
God s word.  "But of the fruit of the tree 
which is in the midst of the garden, God 
hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither 
shall ye touch it, lest ye die" (Genesis 3:3).  
The words neither shall ye touch it, are not 
in God s command to Adam.  "But of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 
thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that 
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely 
die" (Genesis 2:17).  It is true that if she 
never touched the fruit she could not eat of 
it, but God did not prohibit touching it.  
Some of the Jewish writers state that as 
soon as the woman had asserted this, the 
serpent pushed her against the tree and 
said, "See, thou hast touched it, and art 
still alive; thou mayest therefore safely eat 
of the fruit, for surely thou shalt not die."  
While this story most likely comes from 
the imagination of man, it does illustrate 
how Satan can use our misunderstanding 
against us.  
  There was another departure from the 
word of God in Eve s reply, lest ye die."  
God did not say, "lest ye die," but "ye shall 
surely die."  Some understand, lest, to 
mean peradventure or perhaps ye die, as if 
she doubted of the truth of the threatening. 
Error commences in little departures from 
truth. 
  Satan had cast doubt into the mind of the 
woman.  He had seen how, in her mind, 
she had added to and taken away from the 
word of God.   He then abandoned all sub-
tlety and attacked with an outright lie.  
And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye 

shall not surely die (Genesis 3:4).  Here is 
the first lie recorded in scripture.  It came 
from the lips of he who "... was a murderer 
from the beginning, and abode not in the 
truth, because there is no truth in him. 
When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his 
own: for he is a liar, and the father of 
it" (John 8:44).  Had he immediately used 
an outright lie, Eve may have recognized it 
as such and rejected it.  But when he first 
caused doubt and then played on Eve s 
weakness, his lie became a potent weapon.     

For God doth know that in the day ye 

eat thereof, then your eyes shall be 
opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing 
good and evil (Genesis 3:5).  Satan hints 
that God was afraid that man would grow 
too great.  He seeks to persuade our first 
parents that they would, by eating of this 
fruit, become wise and powerful as God, 
and be able to exist for ever, independently 
of him. 
  Satan would have Eve (and us) to believe 
Ye shall not surely die.  Satan would 

ask, Would God who is infinitely kind 
and gracious, for such a small thing as the 
eating of a little fruit, destroy the most 
excellent work of his own hands?  The 
act of eating a little fruit seems to us to be 
a very small thing, but it is the result of 
one very great thing, rebellion against 
God.  Every disobedience says, like those 
in Jesus parable, "...We will not have this 
man to reign over us."    (Luke 19:14)   

In one sense Eve s eyes were opened; for 
she acquired a direful experience of "good 
and evil"--of the happiness of a holy, and 
the misery of a sinful, condition. But Satan 
carefully concealed this result from Eve, 
who, fired with a generous desire for 
knowledge, thought only of rising to the 
rank and privileges of God.  In knowing 
God, she, in effect, knew all that was 
good.  All that was beneficial was already 
at her disposal.  Satan promised that she 
would know good and evil.   Since she 
already knew good, what could Satan offer 
her?  The answer is only evil.  Things have 
not changed.  Satan can only offer us evil.  
Yet we have inherited much from our 
mother Eve.  We still today add to and 
take away from God s word and fall prey 
to Satan s lies. 
  Paul said, "Study to show thyself ap-
proved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth.  But shun profane and vain 
babblings: for they will increase unto more 
ungodliness.  And their word will eat as 
doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and 
Philetus;" (2 Timothy 2:15-17).  By know-
ing and keeping God s commandments we 
are able to enjoy His blessings.  "Blessed 
are they that do his commandments, that 
they may have right to the tree of life, and 
may enter in through the gates into the 
city.  For without are dogs, and sorcerers, 
and whoremongers, and murderers, and 
idolaters, and whosoever loveth and 
maketh a lie."    (Revelation 22:14-15) 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Bible Quiz 

 
GOD SENT FORTH HIS SON 

Many people cannot imagine meals without bread. Fill in 
each blank with the person or persons associated with the 
statement about bread.  

1. _______  brought bread and wine and blessed Abraham 
(Gen. 14:18-19). 
2.  _______ and her son left with bread and water given to 
her by Abraham (Gen. 21:14). 
3. _______ could not eat bread with Hebrews (Gen. 43:32). 
4. _______ gave the Egyptians bread in exchange for 
horses (Gen. 47:17). 
5. _______ rained bread from heaven for the Israelites (Ex. 
16:4). 
6.  _______  sent a donkey loaded with bread to Saul (1 
Sam. 16:20).  
7.  _______ ate sacred bread, because no "common" bread 
was available (1 Sam. 21:5-6). 
8. _______ fed a hundred prophets and hid them in a cave 
(1 Kings 18:4). 
9. _______ shared bread from a man of Baal-shalisha with 
the people (2 Kings 4:38-42). 
10. _______did not eat the king's bread for twelve years 
(Neh. 5:14).  
11. _______ forgot to take bread into the ship, and Jesus 
used the occasion to teach them (Mark 8:14-15). 
12. ________ "came neither eating nor drinking 
wine" (Luke 7:33). 

Answers on page 4.    

At the trainer's signal a 16-foot whale, weighing 34,000 
pounds, leaped straight out of the water until his tail was a 
foot above the surface; he opened his mouth to receive the 
handful of fish and fell back into the pool with a splash. A 
second whale took one end of a rope from another trainer 
and carried it 100 feet down the pool to the first trainer. 
When the two trainers pulled the rope so that it was six feet 
above the surface, the second whale broke the water and 
jumped the rope. For an hour, whales, porpoises, sea lions 
and seals went through their paces at Marineland, near Pa-
cific Palisades.   

Here before our eyes was a striking illustration of James 
3:7: "For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of ser-
pents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and bath been 
tamed of mankind." When I saw this truth, I was forced to 
admit the truth of the next line: "But the tongue can no 
man tame. . . ." I asked the Lord to keep mine cleansed that 
it might praise the Lord in holiness.  

Donald Grey Barnhouse 
in Let Me Illustrate 

WH AL ES JUMPI NG T H E ROPE 

   
WHEN "The Lord looked down from heaven upon the chil-

dren of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and 
seek God," and said, "They are all gone aside, they are alto-
gether become filthy; there is none that doeth good, no, not 
one," he did not shut them up in the horrible pit, to perish 
without mercy; but to his Anointed he said: "I the LORD 
have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, 
and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the peo-
ple, for a light of the Gentiles; to open the blind eyes, to 
bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in 
darkness out of the prison-house." Isaiah 42: 6, 7.   So the 
Lord is longsuffering, merciful and gracious unto the chil-
dren of men, as said Elihu: "Then he is gracious unto him, 
and saith, Deliver him from going down to the pit; I have 
found a ransom." Job 33: 24.  "Rejoice greatly, O daughter of 
Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem; behold, thy King 
cometh unto thee; he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and 
riding upon an ass. * * * And he shall speak peace unto the 
heathen; and his dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and 
from the river even to the ends of the earth, As for thee also, 
by the blood of thy covenant 1 have sent forth thy prisoners 
out of the pit wherein is no water. Turn you to the strong 
hold, ye prisoners of hope; even to-day do I declare that I 
will render double unto thee. * * * And the Lord their God 
shall save them in that day as the flock of his people; and 
they shall be as the stones of a crown, lifted up as an ensign 
upon his hand." Zechariah 9.  O how rich in mercy is our 
God! for he is the God of salvation.  

Elder David Bartley in The Glorious Priesthood of the  
Exalted and Holy Son of God the Only Lord Jesus Christ 

(1900)   

Something as little as bending over can be a good work, if 
you do it with faith and love. Anyway, a cup of cold water 
all by itself is really worth more, especially to God, than all 
the world's temporary glory. 
When holiness looks lovely and beautiful to the soul, and 
when the name of Christ is more precious than life, then the 
soul will sit down and be discouraged, because humanity is 
incapable of keeping God's law. A hate these traitors be-
cause they care nothing for your word" (Psalm 119:158). 
The heart that is most full of good works has in it the least 
room for Satan's temptations. 
Souls that have been touched by God will work hard to 
draw not only their families, but their whole city after 
Christ (John 4:28-29). 

John Bunyan 

Good Works 
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TOTAL DEPRAVITY 

  
All the human family by nature are 

"children of wrath" (Eph. ii. 3), and 
deeply mired down in "an horrible 
pit" (Ps. xl. 2) of sin.  Such is the posi-
tive corruption, vanity and pride of 
their hearts (where Satan's seat is), 
and their natural enmity against God 
(Rom. viii. 7), that I think the words 
"Total Depravity,'' as defined in the 
light of the Scriptures, truly describe 
their awful condition. The following 
are only a few references : Gen. vi. 5; 
viii. 21; Job. xi. 12; xv. 16; Ps. xiv. 3; 
xxxix.5; lxii, 9; Ecc. vii. 20; ix, 3; Is. 
i. 5,6; Jer. xvii. 9; Mark vii. 21; Rorn. 
iii. 10-18; viii. 7. The awful deceitful-
ness and blinding nature of this heart 
corruption is so very great, notwith-
standing the above positive testi-
mony, that none of Adam's sinful race 
before regeneration ever believe their 
condition is so bad; so this doctrine 
of depravity is quite often very 
strongly denied and opposed as may 
be expected. But if the gracious Lord 
be pleased to open their eyes to see 
this plague and  corruption within 
their hearts, then they can easily be-
lieve that what the Bible says about 
this sinfulness and depravity is really 
true, and then can most fully agree, 
"That if my soul be sent to hell 
His righteous law approves it well."   

So what right have those who have 
never seen, felt nor realized this aw-
ful heart corruption, to say that those 
who have are either dishonest or de-
ceived? A true follower of Jesus 
Christ ought to believe all of His 
teachings. John xii. 25; Luke xiv. 26.   

This corruption and sinfulness of 
heart (Mark vii. 21) is the fruitful 
source of all inward and outward sin. 
Evil practices are the natural fruits of 
an evil heart. And, sad to say, so very 
many cultivate this sinfulness by 
shameful practices instead of trying 
to curb and restrain their sinful incli-
nations by earnestly trying to lead 
upright, moral lives, as all should do. 
No man has the least right to claim 
that his condition in nature is 
one whit better than the Bible says. 
The blindness of this heart corruption 
must be very great that it would lead 
men to believe they would be doing 

"God service" by killing the apostles. 
John xvi. 2. The whole human family 
inherit this heart depravity by being 
descendants of Adam after his fall for 
they all sinned in him and fell with 
him.   

Not only the loathsome disease of 
leprosy, which was so highly typical 
of sin, and so plainly marked God's 
displeasure against it, but all manner 
of sickness, with their accompanying 
sufferings and death, are the certain 
results of sin. So the whole of human 
nature (soul and body) by reason of 
sin, is leprous before the God of all 
holiness and purity. The very great 
wickedness of this world surely fur-
nishes positive evidence of this awful 
corruption. The very first man born 
into this world was a murderer. The 
slaves of sin do wickedly. In nature's 
night all are so insensible of their 
awful condition in this pit of sin and 
depravity, and so puffed up with their 
pride and vanity (fruits of this corrup-
tion), that it comes quite natural to 
deny their true condition. And many 
make labored apologies and excuses 
for their guiltiness. All this is very 
wrong, for none can in the least de-
gree whatever justify themselves be-
fore God. If they were excusable in 
any degree, to that same extent they 
would not be guilty.   

If this doctrine of depravity be true, 
then the doctrine of election by grace 
must necessarily be true also if there 
be any saved in heaven. And very 
much of the opposition intended 
against election is really thrown 
against this doctrine of the sinful de-
pravity and corruption of our fallen 
nature. I feel quite safe in saying that 
this doctrine receives far more abuse 
from many preachers today than the 
infidel writings of Voltaire, Paine and 
Ingersol. 

UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION 

Answers to Bible Quiz 

 

1-Melchizedek, 2-Hagar. 3-The Egyp-
tians, 4-Joseph, 5-God, 6-Jesse, 7-
David, 8-0badiah, 9-Elisha, 10-
Nehemiah, 11-The disciples, 12-John 
the Baptist 

Election by grace unto eternal life 
and salvation is that free, unmerited, 
and sovereign act of Almighty God in 
choosing in Christ Jesus before the 
world began all the blessed subjects 
of His wonderful love and mercy. If 
all men be such guilty sinners as the 
Bible teaches, his election must nec-
essarily be unconditional; for this 
election of grace cannot be condi-

tional unless founded upon some 
foreseen merits or acts. But such mer-
its and acts are not the cause of salva-
tion. 2 Tim. i. 9. God's 'great love" is 
the first moving cause of salvation, 
and the great redemption price paid 
by Jesus Christ is the sole procuring 
cause. The true belief of election is 
well calculated to humble man, for it 
positively destroys all grounds for 
boasting. I Cor. iv. 7. And its belief 
will cause him to look up from him-
self to that glorious and blessed Re-
deemer. But the proud heart of man 
never receives this doctrine in the 
love of it without first the humbling 
and humiliating teachings of the Holy 
Spirit.   

That the Bible teaches election, 
none who fear God should dare deny, 
though I fully agree that it is quite 
debasing and humiliating to man's 
pride. But I feel earnestly concerned 
as to what the Bible teaches, and care 
but little for the opinions of man. I 
only give a few references: John vii. 
2 ; Luke x. 20; Acts xiii. 48; Rom. 
viii. 29, 30; xi, 7 ; Eph. i. 4-1l ; I 
Thess. v. 9; 2 Tim. i. 9;  Tit, i. 2,   

I confidently affirm that election is a 
positive Bible truth, and if we would 
begin at the beginning of salvation 
we must certainly begin where the 
beginning is first to be found in the 
sovereign mind and "eternal pur-
pose" (Eph. iii. 11) of the Almighty 
God. And if election he denied in the 
face of the above Scriptures, all that I 
could say and do would not convince. 
But the soul that is pained under a 
sense of sin-burning guilt, by the 
sting of condemnation, does not feel, 
or dare, to question or rail against the 
sovereign appointments and discrimi-
nations of the Great Jehovah. To all 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Devotions:  

Psalms In Reflection 
From the book of the same title by Elder Len Dalton 

Hymns and Hymn Writers  

O Saviour, Precious Saviour,"  

 
THE SIXTY-SECOND PSALM  

<<To the chief Musician, to Jeduthun, A Psalm of David.>> 
Truly my soul waiteth upon God: from him cometh my sal-
vation. He only is my rock and my salvation; he is my de-
fence; I shall not be greatly moved. How long will ye imag-
ine mischief against a man? ye shall be slain all of you: as a 
bowing wall shall ye be, and as a tottering fence. They only 
consult to cast him down from his excellency: they delight 
in lies: they bless with their mouth, but they curse inwardly. 
Selah. My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expecta-
tion is from him. He only is my rock and my salvation: he 
is my defence; I shall not be moved. In God is my salvation 
and my glory: the rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in 
God. Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour out your 
heart before him: God is a refuge for us. Selah. Surely men 
of low degree are vanity, and men of high degree are a lie: 
to be laid in the balance, they are altogether lighter than 
vanity. Trust not in oppression, and become not vain in rob-
bery: if riches increase, set not your heart upon them. God 
hath spoken once; twice have I heard this; that power be-
longeth unto God. Also unto thee, O Lord, belongeth 
mercy: for thou renderest to every man according to his 
work. (Psalms 62:1-12)    

A title that is often suggested for this psalm is, "God the 
Only Hope of Man." Please take time to think this over, and 
remember that all else is but sinking sand. In this psalm the 
principle of the last is yet more emphatically expressed. It 
opens with the declaration, "truly my soul waiteth upon 
God," and then proceeds in three stanzas to set forth this 
fact.   

The first opens with the words we have already quoted, 
and is an affirmation of confidence, made in the presence of 
enemies. As a matter of fact, what he said was addressed to 
his enemies, declaring the relation of the defense which 
God bears to hire and appealing to them against their en-
mity. He then uses these words, "I shall not be greatly 
moved." In the second stanza he addresses his own soul 
first and then appeals to the people, most probably those 
over whom he rules. To himself he repeats what he had said 
to his enemies, as to the relation of God to him; and this 
time, with his eye fixed upon God, he reaches a higher level 
of confidence and says, "I shall not be moved." Please com-
pare the two paragraphs above, especially the closing 
words, and see how faith is growing stronger.   

Finally, he puts the false helps upon which men depend 
with the only Help of man, Who is God Himself. The false 
helps are "men of low degree," "men of high degree." 
"oppression," "robbery," "riches." And the weakness and 
uselessness of all are declared. 

"When darkness veils His lovely face,  
I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In every high and stormy gale,  

My anchor holds within the vail." 

  THE beauty of a consecrated Christian life has probably never 
been more perfectly revealed than in the life of Frances Ridley 
Havergal. To read the story of her life is not only an inspiration, but 
it discloses at once the secret of her beautiful hymns. She lived her 
hymns before she wrote them. 
She was born at Astley, Worcestershire, December 14, 1836. She 
was a brilliant pianist and passionately fond of singing. However, 
because she looked upon her talent as a gift from God to be used 
only in His service, she would sing nothing but sacred songs.  She 
had a deep religious experience at the age of fourteen. Of this she 
afterwards wrote: "I committed my soul to the Saviour, and earth 
and heaven seemed brighter from that moment."   

At the age of eighteen she was confirmed. Four years later, while 
pursuing studies in Dusseldorf, Germany, Miss Havergal chanced to 
see Sternberg's celebrated painting, Ecce Homo, with the inscription 
beneath it: 
This I have done for thee; What hast thou done for me?    

Miss Havergal was deeply moved, and seizing a piece of scrap 
paper, she quickly wrote her famous hymn, "I gave My life for 
thee." A revised version reads:  

Thy life was given for me, 
Thy Blood, O Lord, was shed, That I might ransomed be, 
And quickened from the dead. Thy life was given for me, 

What have I given for Thee?   
She is often referred to as "the consecration poet." This is an 

allusion to her consecration hymn, written in 1874: 
Take my life, and let it be  

Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;  
Take my moments and my days;  

Let them flow in ceaseless praise.   
The circumstances that led to the writing of this hymn are inter-

esting. Miss Havergal was spending a few days in a home where 
there were ten persons, some of them unconverted, while the oth-
ers were rather half-hearted Christians who seemed to derive no 
joy from their religion. A great desire came upon her that she 
might be instrumental in bringing them all to a living faith in 
Christ. Her prayer was strangely answered, and on the last night 
of her stay her heart was so filled with gratitude she could not 
sleep. Instead, she spent the night writing the consecration hymn.   

Miss Havergal was only forty-two at the time of her death, on 
June 3, 1879. When her attending physician told her that her 
condition was serious, she replied, "If I am really going, it is too 
good to be true!" At the bottom of her bed she had her favorite 
text placed where she could see it: "The blood of Jesus Christ His 
Son cleanseth us from all sin." She also asked that these words be 
inscribed upon her coffin and on her tombstone. She died while 
singing: 

Jesus, I will trust Thee, Trust Thee with my soul;  
Guilty, lost, and helpless, Thou hast made me whole:  

There is none in heaven Or on earth like Thee;  
Thou hast died for sinners, Therefore, Lord, for me!   

Some of the more popular hymns by Miss Havergal, aside from 
those already mentioned, are: "O Saviour, precious Saviour," "I 
am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus," "Golden harps are sounding," 
"Jesus, Master, whose I am," "Lord, speak to me that I may 
speak," and "Singing for Jesus, our Saviour and King."   

Current and past issues of the Shield of Faith can be found 
online at www.shieldoffaith.us 
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